
 
 

ARSV look ahead into 2026 
By Richard Florey, ARSV Newsletter and Membership 
 

In the first half of 2026, ARSV will have a stall selling plants at FCHS’ Plant Collector’s Expo and we have also 
scheduled on the same day two garden tours in central Gippsland. I have included articles on these 
gardens. In this newsletter edition, we have a look the first flowering at DRBG, Francis and Prue Crome’s 
garden in Kallista and John O’Hara, ARSV Vice President, has kindly offered to write his member profile. 
 
 

ARSV Tuesday group activities 
By Andrew Rouse, ARSV President 

 
The Tuesday group, and other ARSV members and their families were invited to the end of year BBQ lunch 
held on the 16th of December, and it was a great turn out. The Tuesday group pose for their annual photo. 
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With ongoing maintenance from last year, the ARSV Tuesday Group will continue to have a busy program 
that includes: 
 

• Adding new vireya species to the vireya house, and the second round of planting out of vireya hybrids; 

• Planting of azalea hybrids at the Tea House; 

• Preparation of a rhododendron species conservation bed, that will connect the main rockery with the point 

rockery.  First plantings in the bed started in June this year; and 

• Collecting North Queensland plant material held by Cranbourne Botanic Gardens, for eventual planting in 

the Cloud Forest Garden. 

We are very active in the Dandenong Ranges Botanic Garden where ARSV members work on most Tuesdays 
specifically safeguarding the rhododendron collection. It is a beautiful place, so come and help with our 
maintenance and garden activities, which can be tailored to suit most people. Activities include 
propagation, gardening, pruning, planting, developing new collection gardens, labelling, databasing etc.  
 
 

ARSV Membership Benefits 
Richard Florey, Newsletter and Membership 
 
 

ARSV communicate to members via our website, social media and hard 
copy publications. Please let us know your preferred method of receiving 
information whether via post or email.  

 
The ARSV Newsletter is published quarterly with news and activities, 
items of local interest and the calendar of forthcoming activities. Event 
dates are on the website as well as in the newsletter.  
 

 
The ARSV Journal, The Rhododendron, is published yearly as a high-quality colour publication featuring 
articles on the genus from contributors throughout Australia and overseas. It is sent to members and 
released at a later date on the website. 
 
Committee and Key Members of the Society are available to provide specialist advice on propagation, 
identification, sourcing and growing rhododendrons. There is always someone on hand on Tuesdays to 
help. Contact our Secretary, Emma Moysey, or another member of the committee who can put you on to 
the right person. Or check out our website and use the search tool and resources button. 
 

 
 

Event – FCHS Plant Collectors Expo – 18th and 19th of March 2026 
The Ferny Creek Horticultural Society will be holding its annual Plant Collectors Expo on Saturday 18th and 
Sunday 19th of March from 10am to 4pm at 100 Hilton Road in Sassafras. They will have rare and unusual 
perennials, bulbs, trees, succulents and more by specialist growers, Australian made quality garden tools 
and equipment not available in hardware stores, machinery, wood turning, floral artists and book sales.  
 
On Sunday, there will also be children’s activities, a jumping castle and face painting. Set in 10 acres of 
beautiful gardens and with guided walks. Light refreshments and free parking available. 
Entry fee is $10 (free for 14 years and under). 
 
The ARSV will have a vast amount of vireyas and Asiatics for sale with quite a few members on hand to 
give advice and growing information. Booklets and membership forms will also be available. As an ARSV 
member, if you would like to assist on the day, give Alex Pottage a call on 03 5786 1595. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2026 Calendar of Events 
 

Event When Organiser 

Ferny Creek Horticultural Society  
Plant Collector’s Expo and Flower Show 

18th-19th April 2026 10am-
4pm both days. 
100 Hilton Road, Sassafras 

Emma Moysey         0418 340 240 

Garden Visits – 1st at Richard and Jane Florey’s 
garden “Tarradise Gardens” and 2nd at David 
Vaux and Wendy Fisher’s “Steeplegrove 
Arboretum”, both in Balook (Tarra-Bulga 
National Park), Central Gippsland 

26th April 2026 – 11am 
 
1st at 1656 Bulga Park Road, 
Balook. 2nd at 59-77 Cooks 
Road, Balook. 

Richard Florey         0402 412 123 
RSVP by 19th April 2026. 
BYO lunch. Carpooling possible. 
Note: Fuel up at Traralgon before 
heading to Balook. 

ARSV Plant Sale at DRBG 10th-11th October 2026 (TBC) Alex Pottage            03 5786 1595 

ARSV Annual General Meeting at DRBG November (TBC) 10:30am Andrew Rouse         0424 750 406 

ARSV End of Year BBQ Lunch at DRBG December (TBC) 12:00pm Andrew Rouse         0424 750 406 

 
 



 
 
 

First Flowering - R. lindaueanum. 
By Andrew Rouse, ARSV President 
 

Introduced into cultivation in 2013 from West Papua, this 
species was received as seed from a ‘small heath-like 
rhododendron’. Grown from seed, the original plant is only 
20cm high after 13 years and the first flowering is on a 
cutting from this plant. The flowers are solitary and small, 
only 12mm in length and hang vertically from the plant so 
are somewhat obscured by the foliage. Fair to say this plant 
is not a horticultural giant! 
  
This may be the first flowering of this species in cultivation. 
Argent lists it as ‘not known to have been cultivated’, noting 
this publication dates from 2006 and there has been more 
recent botanical expeditions to West Papua. 
  
One of the two flowers was removed for closer examination 
and identified using the keys in Rhododendron of subgenus 
Vireya (Argent), then compared against the species 
description. The identification has been confirmed by 
Frédéric Danet, Collections Manager at Lyon Botanic Garden 
in France, who has observed this species in the wild. 
  
R. lindaueanum belongs to the Discovireya subsection of vireyas. Others in this group in cultivation in 
Australia include R. retusum, R. quadrasianum, R. monodii and R. perakense. 

 
 
 

Member’s Garden – Francis and Prue Crome ‘Crome Garden’ 
By Prue Crome, ARSV Treasurer 
 

ARSV members were invited to visit Francis and Prue Crome’s ‘Crome Garden’ in October 2022, and with a 
great attendance in numbers. 

 
                                                                                  
                                                                                                        

Crome Garden 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Such a lovely garden that started over 11 years ago and has a great layout and structure of three distinct 
areas - a house garden, a hillside garden and a gully area. Comprising of a myriad of trees and plants, and a 
focus on rhododendrons, far too many to mention here, so they have provided some photos. Also, they will 
open their garden again, this time as part of the Open Gardens Victoria Scheme on the 26th and 27th of 
September this year and are generously donating their proceeds to ARSV. Use the link below for details and 
booking. 
 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1529338 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Brazilian Plume Flower (Justicia carnea)                                      Azalea ‘Advent Bells’ 

                        R. Great Scent-sation                                                            Erica ‘Scarlet Belle’ 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2Fevents%2Flanding%2F1529338&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cbf2ecf92170344dbe76a08de857efd0a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639094977616505866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=spVOeChC%2FXDu8%2BYqoFXby2sbEM28RaVASC1HtFRx28Y%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 

1st Garden visit 26th April 2026 – Tarradise Gardens, Balook, Gippsland 
By Richard Florey, ARSV Newsletter and Membership 
 
 

Located 2.5 hours east of Melbourne lies Tarradise Gardens, the home of Richard and Jane Florey, high in 
the Strzelecki Ranges in Gippsland. The garden nestles into a southern hillside of the ridge abutting Tarra-
Bulga National Park and has that appealing air associated with a sense of freshness as such that lichen 
grows on the trees. The garden is enhanced by mature-sized rhododendrons, azaleas, camelias, 
hydrangeas, maples, conifers and spruces planted in the 1980’s. The newest parts of the garden are 
dominated by a myriad of flowering plantings and infrastructure and the glorious surroundings of 
enormous native mountain ash (E. regnans) stretching 30 metres up towards the sky, often in cloud, 
thereby forming an entrancing backdrop to the garden. 
 

 
 
This 1.5-acre garden is the creation of John and Joy Hosking, and a tribute to them for what is now made up 
of very mature trees resulting from their knowledge and forward thinking about plant types and 
positioning. The garden is at an elevation of 700 metres and is blessed with deep, well drained volcanic soil, 
which together with an equable wet-sclerophyll climate, provides conditions almost unrivalled for growing 
an assortment of desirable plants. 
 

 
 
The Hosking’s gardened here for many years, forming the design from farmed land to planting many 
species plants, together with companion plantings, as well as creating open green spaces of lawns which so 
effectively show off the gardens and a network of paths. Great care was taken in planning to ensure that 
plants and flowers of immense variety and interest would be featured throughout the year. Amongst all 
this, renovate the house! After the passing of both John and Joy, the gardens were sold to Rosemary 
Whiteford, who spent not only time enjoying the gardens, but added necessary infrastructure such as 
fencing and water tanks, to complement and support both the garden and home. Today, we are still 
renovating the house because the garden comes first! 
 
 



 
 

 
When one enters Tarradise Gardens, it is 
difficult to envisage what is here as one is 
greeted by an arbour and a large more-
or-less open front lawn bordered by 
cottage gardens, and a mix of mature-
sized rhododendrons, azaleas, maples, 
hydrangeas, conifers and more, much of 
which are eye-catching. Close by are two 
other smaller lawns with similar 
plantings, but also with mature-sized Mt 
Fuji Cherry Blossom, weeping trees such 
as Silver Birch, Japanese maples, Copper 
Beech, Ash and Elm. This is only the first 
0.5-acre, which is on level land that leads 
to another 1-acre of things to come. 
Separated by a large covered seating 
area, it slopes in an easterly but quieter 
and cooler direction. This larger part of the garden is separated for the purpose of controlling wildlife 
entering near the house. It has a winding path that helps the visitor find the way, providing many surprises. 
 

 
Whilst this is an all-seasons garden, it used to be only open to the public at the peak-showing times of 
Autumn and Spring. Although Summer and Winter are exciting also times with their seasonal changes, the 
climate can be quite unpredictable with heat, bushfires, extreme cold and snowfall. As such, openings were 
only available to garden groups wishing to enjoy these extreme climates. Keep in mind, that due to our 
altitude, winters are long, and summers are short. 
 
Spring ushers in the glory of flowering rhododendrons, azaleas and mass ground covers. In this garden, or 
more precisely, throughout the garden, spring brings extra delight with a myriad of rhododendron varieties, 
mass groundcover varieties such as with Ajuga, Bugloss and Forget-Me-Nots, the cottage garden and a 
range of magnolias. The mature-sized Mt Fuji Double White Cherry Blossom flowers earlier in September. 
Nonetheless, both April and October are fantastic times to visit. Although the majority of visitors come to 
the garden in both autumn and spring, there is not one week in the year without some plants attracting 
special interest. This is truly a garden for all seasons, and whilst not a formal garden, it has been quoted as 
being ‘a gardener’s garden’. Nonetheless, we enjoy showing groups around the gardens throughout the 
year, and whenever it suits them. As we walk about the gardens, we are even surprised by some change in 
the garden because it never remains static. Even overseas visitors are surprised to associate plants that are 
local to them. It is a garden for everyone. We hope you get a chance to visit. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
2nd Garden visit 26th April 2026 – Steeplegrove Arboretum, Balook, Gippsland 
By Richard Florey, ARSV Newsletter and Membership 

 
Formerly owned by Richard Appleton, and the founder of Steeplegrove Arboretum, this property of 42 
hectares sits within the highest rainfall isohyet of the Strzelecki Ranges receiving a rainfall of 1530 mm each 
year, making it unique in many ways.   
 
As a management tool for restoring, revegetating and developing the forest and arboretum, he undertook 
at the time to compile a map of vegetation types and land use history overlaying an aerial photo and ended 
up with 33 polygons, which are patches of different vegetation composition or land use, and which reflects 
the complexity of its history. 
 
The late 19th and early 20th century saw wholesale 
exploitation of the Strzelecki Ranges and the felling, 
burning and clearing of the Great Forest of South 
Gippsland for timber and farming, followed by major 
bushfires in 1939 and 1944. Farming proved difficult and 
unprofitable in the steep terrain and under constant 
assault from rabbits and weeds. When government and 
private forestry interests started buying up land in the 
1950s to replant as a commercial timber resource, 
farmers were only too keen to sell, with the exception of 
one; Richard’s mother, Nita Appleton, who stood firm 
against the heavy-handed tactics of the Victorian Forests 
Commission to acquire our property for the purposes  
of extracting any remaining commercial timber and replacing it with plantation. 
 
Prior to his parents purchasing the property in 1953 shortly after they moved from England, it was owned 
by a sawmiller who selectively cut timber from it when work became scarce elsewhere. It was only ever 
partially cleared for farming; about 2/3 of the property was former Mountain Ash (E. regnans) old growth 
that had been logged and left, resulting in a mosaic of regrowth from the subsequent 1944 bushfire and 
patches of short-lived Silver Wattle, scrub or blackberry where the fire had missed and the eucalypts had 
not regenerated. Logging and fire incursion around the Cool Temperate Rainforest that occupied the gullies 
had left the rainforest highly compromised and exposed to the elements, so now it is just a shadow of its 
former self and in a slow recovery phase that could take 500 years in the absence of further fires.  
 
Steeplegrove Arboretum, then called Wattle Ridge, was a hobby farm for his parents. His father grew 
potatoes as a cash crop and his mother ran a riding school and pony stud in the 1960s. Following his 
mother’s death, he moved back there in 1999, applied for a conservation covenant which was implemented 
in 2003 and began a 20-year process of eradicating blackberry and other weeds using mostly a knapsack, 
replanting canopy trees in vegetation where they were absent, revegetating some of the cleared land with 
the help of the company, Climate Positive, and with financial assistance from Wellington Shire and planting 
the arboretum which was a personal passion. He liked to collect things not just beautiful, but rare or 
unusual, wherever he could find them, trying to avoid anything invasive and difficult to control.  
 
The covenant is 2-tier, allowing exotics to be planted in areas that were previously cleared but only 
endemic species in the remainder. 
 
He was once told by an elderly gentleman who worked as a boy in sawmills around Balook in the 1940s, 
that the biggest Mountain Ash trees in the ranges grew along the branch of Merriman’s Creek that runs 
through Steeplegrove Arboretum. Maybe one day it will have the biggest examples of various species. Trees 
grow here like nowhere else and the regrowth forest already exceeds 50m in height, so it’s well on its way. 
 
Richard added that his mother loved rhododendrons and the ones in her old garden inspired him to plant 
many more throughout, which are now a major feature in spring. 
  



 
 
 

Richard Appleton and dear friend Sharon Williams on one of their many walks around Steeplegrove 
Arboretum. Sharon’s husband Michael, now deceased, was a brilliant nature photographer who 
photographed hundreds of species of fungi in the forests here and helped Richard enormously with his 
understanding of it’s true conservation values. 
 
 

 

 
The farm in 1954, the year Richard was born, was typical of struggling hill farms of the era.  It’s now a 
garden and arboretum surrounded by tall forests. 
 
Since 2018, Steeplegrove Arboretum has been owned by David Vaux and Wendy Fisher, who have kindly 
shared photos of what you can expect when you visit. With permission from David and Wendy, Richard 
Appleton has kindly offered to attend this garden visit so you gain his insights. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Member Profile – John O’Hara, ARSV Vice President 
A Brief History of a Fortunate Gardening Life (So Far) 

 
My gardening experience has been shaped by a lucky set of circumstances that have provided the 
opportunity to engage with various groups of plants as I have gone through life. 

 
My first gardening recollection is of my mother giving my two sisters and I small plots of ground in the 
backyard of our family home. The aim was that it would trigger an interest in us for gardening, it worked for 
me but not my sisters. My mother would provide the materials, the seedlings, the water and the fertilizer, 
and we would grow vegetables and flowers for the house, She would supplement our pocket money by 
buying whatever we grew. Not a good business model for her. I would grow tomatoes, carrots and peas, 
but I was mostly interested in flowers. 

 
When I was in late primary school, my aunt bought a house on a large block of land with an old glasshouse 
and a collection of cymbidium orchids left by the previous owner. She said to my mother, John’s interested 
in plants, does he want some of these orchids? I thought they were the most exotic things I had ever seen, I 
was about 10, so they probably were. I grew them for years, and they were mainly 1930’s hybrids that were 
very shy to flower and more often than not, not worth it when they did. It taught me that it takes just as 
much effort to grow a plant of poor genetics and produce unsatisfactory results as it does to grow 
something satisfying from good material. I still grow orchids. In fact, in recent years, I have taken to getting 
a few flasks of modern cymbidium seedlings each year and growing them until they flower and then give 
them away. The excitement of seeing a new seedling flower for the first time still remains undiminished. 

 
A few houses away from my parent’s place lived an old gardener with a large glasshouse full of tuberous 
begonias. He grew about 100 different Blackmore and Langdon hybrids, and in late summer the glasshouse 
looked like the display at Ballarat. Fortunately for me, his wife liked to travel and each year they would go 
away for several weeks. He needed his collection looking after, so for years when I was a teenager, I would 
get the job of tending his prized collection. He taught me how to propagate from his plants and how he 
grew them and presented them so well. I tended to get paid in begonias, I still grow some of his original 
clones more than 50 years later. 

 
In the 1970’s, when native plants were all the rage, my parents decided to redo the garden at my 
grandmother’s beach house. The job fell to me to select the plants and design the garden. I would spend 
hours browsing through the alphabetical arrangement of native plants at Austraflora Nursery, mostly 
however, my time was spent in the sections B and G. I was mainly interested in Banksias and Grevilleas. 
This passion has led to a long membership of the Grevillea Study Group and many working bees at Neil 
Marriott’s garden in Stawell. 

 
During my post graduate years at RMIT, I would wander through the city shops on my way home. On one 
occasion, I stopped in at Technical Books and needless to say went straight to the gardening section. On the 
top shelf I found a book, The Rothschild Rhododendrons. I had grown some azaleas and seen a few hardy 
rhododendrons but coming from the north western suburbs of Melbourne I had not seen anything like 
what was pictured in this book. I stopped by the bookshop several more times but at $90, it was beyond my 
paygrade as a lowly physics laboratory demonstrator trying to get uninterested engineering students 
through first year physics practicals. I could not resist, saved up, and eventually bought it, and my parents 
thought I was mad.  

 
Come the following spring, my father suggested we take a trip up to Olinda and see the Rhododendron 
garden. It must have been Melbourne Cup weekend and the Rhododendron Show was on. Much to my 
embarrassment, my father got talking to some of the ARSV members, who suggested I should join the 
society. My involvement for many years was very limited, with the occasional Friday night meeting, where 
Harold Shepard would be arranging the flower judging display, Bob Withers would conduct a discussion 
about some rare species, Brian Clancy would talk about his latest exquisite vireya truss, and if you were 
lucky, John Rouse might bring along some seedling vireyas or Jack O’Shannassy would bring along some 
seedling Asiatic rhododendrons they had grown for distribution. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

In the 2000s, after we had moved across town, I 
started coming to ARSV regularly on a Tuesday. 
Parks Victoria had only recently taken over 
running the Rhododendron Gardens at Olinda 
and relations with the ARSV were not good. 
ARSV’s access to the garden was limited and 
Parks Victoria management were not 
appreciative of our efforts. Bill Taylor as 
President struggled to get projects the ARSV 
wanted to implement approved either from 
Parks Victoria and by ARSV members who were 
still smarting from the loss of control of the 
garden. 

 
 

 
In 2010, I was getting some legal work done by Simon Begg, between discussions about contract law, he 
expressed a concern about what was to happen with the ARSV. Mike Hammer was retiring as president 
after three years and unless a new president and some more committee members could be found, ARSV 
would have to end. I thought this would be unacceptable, and ARSV had money, Simon was putting 
together an interesting new project around collecting North Queensland rhododendrons. There were 
obvious garden facility improvements that we could make, and with Glenn Maskell as the new garden team 
leader, the ARSV had someone we could work with. So, I put my hand up to take on the role of President, 
but with the caveat that Prue Crome also had to join the committee. Over the next thirteen years the ARSV 
had a stable, active and highly competent committee and achieved many highlights in developing built 
infrastructure and plant-based projects. 

 
My broad interest in a wide range of plants is now challenged in looking after the Bogle Arboretum in the 
Otway Ranges, and working to further develop both the collection and improve the facilities on the 
property. 
 


