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President's Message

This has been an interesting year with sustained growth in most Branches,
and the National Council Meetings, October in Burnie and March at the Olinda
Rhododendron Gard.:n. mal\ms significant advances.
‘The attractiveness of the Society to potential members is a key ssue. We have,
at the last National Cnuncm Meeting, incorporated an annual event into our
calendar, this year being held in Wollongong in conjunction with the Annu
Gmcn]Meﬂ of the Society. ial program
bt et ip by mezspers of e, Towsares Branch.
T would like to extend thanks to the Branch for organising this first of many
Annual events. At this stage the tentative venues for forthcoming Annual
gatherings are Launceston in 1993 and Burnie in 1954,
Getting to know fellow "Rhodoholics” acrass the Nation is one of our major
aims as a National body; | haw made many lasting friendships as a result
of attending National Council meetings and similar, Please give high priority
to attending Wollongong For the 1 sk o October 2.4 ‘why not form a
Group from your Branchi

Continued on page 38



The Fifth Baron von Mueller Memorial Lecture of the
Victorian Branch of the Australian Rhododendron Society,
14th August 1992

Rhododendron lochiae,
Australia’s only known native rhododendron species,
its discovery, cultivation and hybridisation

DR. R.M. WITHERS

Introduction
‘The late Ben Menelaus, in his article on R.lochiae in the Rhododendron and
Camellia Year Book of The Royal Horticultural Society in 1966, page 132,
wrote that R lochiae was not overwell documented, There have been many
references to R.lochiae in the literature, but no complete article has been
published, and in this address [ will endeavour to bring together all the
published information, information I have personally obtained, and my own
observations regarding this very interesting species, the only Rhododendron
species native to Australia.
‘The inaugural Baron von Mueller Memorial Lecture was delivered by the late
Michael Black! on Friday, 12th July, 1968. He chose as his subject “A Historical
Survey of Rhododendron: Collecting” printed in 'The Rhododendron” 7-2.5
In his opening address the President of The Australian Rhododendron Society
at that time, Amold Teese? welcomed all present and stated that “This was
m be the first of a series of lectures being sponsored by The Australian
Rhododendron Society, to be known as “The Baran von Mueller Memorial
Lmum The Society hoped to hold these lectures annually, but their
requency would depend upon the Society’s ability to obtain distinguished
s‘peakm to deliver them”.
The second Baron von Mueller Memorial Lecture “Beauty and Knowledge”
was delivered by Dr. John L. Rouse* and published in “The Rhododendron”
20-1-2.
The third Baron von Mueller Memarial Lecture “Rhododendrors: An Intimate
Glimpse into the Flower” was delivered by Barbara Palser, and published
in “The Rhod " 24-
‘The fourth Baron von Mueller Memorial Lecture “ Tropical Rhododendrons”,
was delivered by Dr. Peter Valder* and published in “The Rhododendron”
27-2-30.
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Arnold Teese continued his opening address at the inaugural leem,. “You
have all hea:d of Baron von Mueller, a great botanist and a plant
explorer, whose memory we are commemorating lonkghL ot ol ke
to el you something of his ife and work.

Mrs. Margaret Willist, writing his biography in her book "By their Fruits”
publishein 1949, describes hin. . vry great an oho wa & true cizen
of £

Ferdinand von Mueller was born in Rostock, Germany, in 1825. His father
dled of Tubeulow when he was 10, and his mother died also from
iced to a chemist

He was an onlv m, ot N older and two younger sises.
At this early age of 15,
in botany, spemdingmrymomm he cou]d smunngmtmumry Mphms,

which he would describe and add to his growing bunmn.l collection.

He derided at this stage that he would be a good chemist, but only as a means
to an end, for botany was his choice. He would be a‘mhmu He would travel
explore. He would discover and describe things and places not yet dreamt

of by men.

A theback ofthe chennistshop he developed an herbarium, which was the
the Professor of Botany at the Kiel University, and he also developed

an wcrfnlnruns botanical Hbmry



No sooner had he received his pharmacy degree, than he submitted to the
University of Kiel his thesis on Capsella (bursapastoris), or the common
Shepherd’s Purse, and at the age of 21, by his own determined effort, he
became a Doctor of Philosephy.

Dr. Mueller migrated to Australia in 1847, arriving in Adelaide, where he
continued to work as an assistant in a chemist’s shop, All his spare time was
spent in collecting and describing botanical material.

Impelled by the desire to explore more widely, he moved to Victoria in 1852,
and in 1853, Governor Latrobe appointed him Victoria's first Government
Botanist on the recommendation of Hooker from England, The appointment
enabled him to explore widely throughout Victorls, and was a position he
held until his death of a stroke in 1896, at the age of 71 years.

Melbourne Botanic Gardens had b«nﬁuhluhedu\lm and although
in 1853 the Gardens had a curator, Mueller decided they were really his gardens
now, and he would see that before long lmy were scientifically, the best
gardens in the world, He made numerous plant exploring expeditions, but
of special interest to our Society is the fact that i Iu]y,lass I‘\Pimjm;p anied
A C. Gregory's Nonh Amml.un exploring expedition in search of Leichhardt,

the well-known expl
When he saw the mggerl outline of M. Bellenden-Ker inland from Cairns
in North Queensland, he speculated whether species of Rhododendron would
be found thereon, Subsequently Messrs. Sayer and Davidson, who in 1887
first ascended the muunlam found a thododendron. In Ihe “Victorian

cdodendron,

Naturalist” for March, 1887, Baron von Mueller described this

which he named Rhodadendron lockae, after Lady Loch, wﬂe of the then
Governor, in recognition of her patronage of Victorian Horticulture and of
Rhododendrons in pantn]ir

In 1856, in addition to being Government Botanist, he was appointed Director
of the Botanic Gardens, a position he held until 1873. He was replaced by
William R. Guilfoyle as Director of the Gardens, but retained the position
«of Government Botanist. He was too much of a systemist to be a good
landscape gardener, and it is William Guilfoyle who must take the credit for
laying out the Gardens as they are today. Von Mueller never again set foot
in the ns.

During his career he was a prodigious writer of papers, pamphlets and books
relating to Australian plants. Mrs. Willis lists 15 of his major works.

He investigated, named and described some 2000 batanical species. A complete
list of these is at the Melbourne National Herbarium, and it is only right that
the Herbarium should be the venue for the first Memorial Lecture

During his lifetime he received numerous honours; to mention e o
important; Doctor of Philosophy, Kiel, 1846: Honorary Doctor of Medicine,
Rostock University, 1857; Elected Fellow of the Royal Society, 1861; Created
a Baron by the King of Wurttemberg, 1869; Knighted by Queen Victoria, 1879;
Awarded Royal Medal of the Royal Society, 1888; Awarded French Order
of Merit, 1888

His only doubtful honour was his introduction to Australia of the Blackberry.
Baron von Mueller remained a bachelor throughout his life.

Typical of the obituary notices which appeared following his death is the
following:



Australia's only known native rhododendron species,
its discovery, cultivation and hybridisation

DR. R.M. WITHERS

Introduction
The late Ben Menelaus, in his article on R lochiae in the Rhododendron and
Camellia Year Book of The Royal Horticultural Society in 1966, page 132,
wrote that R.lochiae was not overwell documented, There have been many
references to R.locitiae in the literature, but no complete article has been
published, and in this address [ will endeavour to bring together all the
published tion, information I have personally obtained, and my own
observations regarding this very interesting species, the only Rhododendron
species native to Australia.
The inaugural Baron von Mueller Memaorial Lecture was delivered by the
Michael Black on Friday, 12|J| July, 1968 Hedmushls sublect “A Hlsmrlm!
Survey of Rhodods lecting” printed in 725,
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at that time, Arnold Teese? welcomed all present and stated that “This was
to be the first of a series of lectures being sponsored by The Australian
Rhododendron Society, to be known as “The Baron von Mueller Memorial
Lectures”. The Society hoped to hold these lectures annually, but their
frequency would depend upon the Society's ability to obtain distinguished
speakers to deliver them”.
The second Baron von Mueller Memorial Lecture “Beauty and Knowbdga
was delivered by Dr. John L. Rouse® and published in “The Rhod:
20-1-2.
‘The third Baron von Mueller Memarial Lecture “Riodadendrons: An Intimate
Glimpse into the Flower” was delivered by Barbara Palser*, and published
in “The Rhododendron” 24-4-52.
‘The fourth Baran von Mueller Memorial Lecture *Tropical Riwododendrons”,
was delivered by Dr. Peter Valder' and published in “The Rhododendron™
27230,
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J. Hutchinson® of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, wrote in the Gardeners’
Chronical of 3rd June, 1939 that Meston in his “Report of the Government
Scigntific Expedition to Bellenden-Ker Range (Brisbane, 1889)" tried to prove
that Sayer and Davidsan did not reach the top of Mt. Bellenden-Ker, but the
top of an eastward mountain, M. Toressa, situated between Mt. Bellenden-
Ker and the Russell River, forming no part of the Bellenden-Ker Range. Who
is correct is immaterial as the fact remains that Messrs, Sayer and Davidson
were the first to find R. lochiae.

Hutchinson, in the same article writes “that the nearest related species to
R.lochiae is the well known R javanicum, Benn, which is found in Java,
Surmatra and New Guinea, Compared with that species. the leaves are lm
‘pointed, although similarly punctate and the flowers appear similar ired

Fleshy) with the same softly pubescent, long ovary. Another slightly more
distant relative is R.vidalii, Roife, from the Philippines. The flora of this
portion of Queensland seems therefore to show the same affinities as the
animals, for it is stated in the zoological account of Meston's expedition that
the region in which Mt. Bellenden-Ker is situated, is found a concentration
of fnnm of animal life elsewhere (in Australia) unknown. It has pembar
‘mammals, peculiar birds, peculiar reptiles, molluscs, insects, and in many
cases these strangers to the rest of the area are derivatives, not from
surrounding Australian stack, but from the Inda-Malayan fauna on the one
hand and the Papuan on the other.”

It would appear from the above evidence that R lochiae migrated south along.
the mountain ranges many long years 80, when Australia and Papua New
Guinea were joined in one la

Baron von Mueller's description of R.lochiae” as it appeared in
Victorian Naturalist Vol Ill, No. 11 (March 1887) page 157.
Rhmdendron lochae. Arborescent, somewhat scandent; leaves persistent,
mostly whorled, some scattered, conspicuously stalked, flat, nearly ovate,
rather blunt, glabraus, well veined, minutely scaly-dotted bencath; flowers

rather large in terminal u fascices on very

bracts cuneate or spaf Jab calyx rudi oblique
patellar or sometlmvarmusly shotlobed; coralla bright-red, glabrous but
scaly-dottedoutside, slightly hairy inside, the lower portion broadly

cylindrical, the upper portion blunty five-lobed and conspicucusly veined;
stamens ten, slightly emerging from the corolla-tube; filaments short-hairy
towards the base; anthers very small, ellipsoid-cylindrical; style nearly as long
as the filaments, short-hairy to about the middle; indusium truncate; stigma
slightly lobed; f'nul narrow-llipsoid, about as long as the stalklet or langer,
, five celled; seeds

Dnthewmmn ufMuum Bellenden-Ker, at an elevation of about 1540m, W.
Sayer and A. Davidso:

This beautiful and sangulady local plant, which attains a ‘height of ém, is
cognate to R javanicurn, from which it differs in longer petioles, blunter leaves,
smoath pedicels, somewhat smaller flowers as well as more hairy style and
Fruit.

Insome espects s Australian spsiesspproaches o . griffihiamus but
nd colo icum

it is easily with veins,
by not sﬁly ped.wi, by mmkly not narrow bracts, by larger lobes of the
corolla, and not scaly ovary. From R.arfakianum, it is separated already by
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glsbrous pedicels, by th obesof the corols beng shorte than th e, and
by shorter

The nlmype of Rulochae collected by W. Sayer under the
Mo 135, and deseetoad by Baron von Moeler 5 in the National Herbarium
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne.

Lady l.n_dl )

of the only i Lady Loch® by Baron

wvon Mueller, is in special recognition of the patronage, given by her ladyship

to Victorian Hoﬂh:ulrum and in plll\:u.lar to tlul very group nl plle the
known,

hich in
ore thim B0 yems abter the dicarvery of Mr. Bellenden Ker:
Lady Loch, niece of the fourth Earl of Clarendon was the wife of the Governor
of Victoria, Baron Loch of Drylaw, Carl Kahler, a famous Austrian artist
painted Lady Loch at Macedon. He left Victoria in 1889, went to San Francisco
and was killed in the earthquake of 1907, Many years later, the picture was
discovered at the Canada Hotel in Melbourne, and a copy appeared in the
elbourne Sun newspaper on 21st August, 1967, at which time it was valued
at mare than $1000.
It is of interest that in the Oak Lawn in the Melbourne Botanic Gardens one.
of the largest oak trees is Quereus canariensis, the Algerian Oak which was
planted by Lady Loch on 15th November, 1889.

Further descriptions of R.lochiae

R.lochie is described by J. Hutchinson™® in the “Botanical Magazine” Tab.
9651. The article has a photograph of a plant grown in the Temperate House
Pits at Kew Botanic Gardens where it flowered in September 1939. This
description describes the leaves as being obovate in shape, not ovate as in
xh: description of Baron von Mueller.

In The Rhododendron Handbook 1980 “Rhododendron Species in Cultivation”
puhlinhed by the Royal Horticultural Society®, England, :he orlsmal rams
R.lochae given to this rhododendros
spelling to R lochiae to conform with correct Bo&an\wl Larln in the

It is published as R.Jochiae (after Lady Loch, patron of Australian Horticulture)
sect. Vireya, subsect, Euvireya, s. [avanica
It &s described as normally requiring greenhouse protection in the British Isles.
A shrub or small tree up to ¢. 2m. Leaves up to 9 cm long 4 cm wide, broadly
sbovale. dark plossy reen and gabrosabove,spanly scaly below. iowers
in trusses of 27, 4-5 cm.
lake, N.E. Qu«mund 1077-1230m. Botanical Magazine Tab. 9651. AM.
(195C?)C(Crﬂwn Estate Commissioners, Windsor). Flowers Geranium Lake
H
One should remember that when R.lochiae was described and named by Baron
von Mueller in 1887 the amount of material of other rhododendron species
was very limited, so that in descriptions of R.lochiae
by modern taxonomists, ane would expect changes resulting from a much
wider range of material used for comparison at the present time. Also
specimens of R.lochiae have now been collected from a number of mountain
tops in Nerth Queensland, also allowing for much more accurate taxonomic
descriptions.




Madern Taxonomy
1 am indebted by Lyn Craven for a modern description of R Jochiae,
R.lochiae belongs to subsect. Euvireya by virtue of the following features:
the sessile, lobed to incised scales with relatively small central zones; and the
campanulate corolla tube with the lobes relatively large. Within the subsection
it conforms to series Javanica as it has more than five stamens and relatively
large leaves: it fits well in this series. The likely closest relatives to R.lochiae
in series Javanica are R, Cﬂmynmbd? and R.luraluense. Following through the
key to series Javanica in Sleumer's "Flora Malesiana” treatment it can be seen
I.hat !hme features bring R. lochie out quhe clearly to the regicn of the two
ioned species: the corolla lacks hairs on its outer surface, the ovary is
both. ‘hairy and lcpidote, the style is hairy for the basal %, the leaves lack
‘hairs on the lower surface and are elliptic to obovate and shortly acuminate
at the apex, the corolla s ¢. 4,5-5.5 cm long and maderately lepitode outside
and lobed for c. ¥ of its length with thexube: 3 em long, and has distinctly
hairy filaments. The corolla tube is straight in R.lochiae, R,comparabils and
R.Juraluense. While R.lochiae may be closer to these two species, its wider
relatives are less easy to suggest. R culminicolum is one possibility and perhaps
even species such as R.christianae may be involved,
In this paper, the modem spelling R.lochize used by the R.H.5. has been
adopmra

Herbarium specimens of R lachiae collected by Messrs. Sayer and Davidsen.
are in the Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, recorded as being
from Mt. Bellenden-Ker at 1530m. An herbarium specimen of R.iochiae
collected by Christie Palmerston on Mt. Bartle Frere in 1888, and one collected
by Stephen Johnson on Mt. Bartle Frene in November 1891, are in the National
Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. Kajewski collected
R.lochize an M. Bartle Frere in 192¢ under the number 1278 at 1450m.
Dr. Leonard Brass collected it on Thomnton Peak in 1932 under the number
2284 at 1080-1380m. Specimens from these collections are in the Herbarium
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. It was later collected by D. Brass in
1948 on M. Finnigan, and was also collected on Mt. Spurgeon on both
occasions as Herbarium specimens.

R lochige in its native habitat

W.A. Sayer wrote that “the top of the Bellenden-Ker range is razor-backed
and on travelling alang the rocky spur, R.lochiae was found as a terrestrial
plant hanging aver the side.”

Ben N he d about 20 plants on Mt. Bartl

in deep cracks in or betmn rocky brlu]dm with roots always cool and
prot:

rom sun, wind and collector

Don:Ld Teese and Ray Weeks repart in "n.= Rhododendron” 22-3-3 that “on

the Rhododendron Society expedition to Thornton Peak and Devil's Thumb,
R.lochiae uppenred to be widespread and common on mountains in North
Queensland where suitable habitat occurs in rocky areas above 1050m, It was
never seen growing as an epiphyte. Mostly it grew on accumulated litter on
or between rocks. Sometimes the plants grew in deep cracks in the rocks and
would straggle up to the light m&ldna quite 1ans plants. Many others grew
in exposed places on rocks, and were very wooded and stunted. The “best”
plants grew in the forest but were invariably associated with rocks. Fewer
plants grew out amongst the scrub away from the rocks. Variation in leaf
colour, size and shape seemed to be considerable. Flower colour varied from




R lochiae (Thomton Peak)

pale red to deep scarlet.”

Donald Teese's finding of R.lochiae on Mt. Finnigan in May 1978 is described
in “The Rhododendron”™ 18-2-11. At the top of a large mound of rocks
R.lochiae was found growing around the base of a rock along with the
sprawling Agapetes

Although mmly gmwmg as a terrestrial plant, R.lochise has also been
described as lant an some mountains, and special associations
g s wurh opsiniclvey

It has been mentioned that on Mt. Finnigan it is found in association with
‘Agapetes species.

The late C.A. White, Government Botanist of Queensland reported that
R.lochiae was found on Mt. Spurgeon in association with a Vaccinium, and
mostly grows as an epiphyte on the tops of large Eugenia trees.

“The fact that R.. J‘urhm- grows in association with species from other genera
o ‘mian that the species from the different genera have special
affiniies, bk, rather that they grow best in a similar microclimate.

The plants growing in association with R.lochiae are referred to in the
“Botanical Magazine™ 9651 and in “The Gardeners’ Chronical” 3rd June, 1939,

page 348.

In all the areas where R.lochiae has been found growing in the wild, it has

been found growing above or almost above the tree line, in full sun, with

a high level of ultraviolet light and also a high humidity.

The Bureau of Meteorology has been able to supply only limited details of

rainfall records, temperature records and humidity records for the North
d mountains on which R./ochiae grows. Apart from Mt. Bellenden-

Ker, no weather stations exist on any of these mountains.
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No temperature or humidity records are available for any of the mountains.
‘but have been supplied for Herberton P.O., the highest location on the
Atherton Tablelands, Mt. Bellenden-Ker is extremely well exposed to the East
compared to Herberton which is surrounded by ranges wvalleys in most
directions, In general, temperatures on M. Bellenden-Ker are at least three
degrees lower than at Herberton with higher humidities. Winds are mainly
South-east to East oecasionally North-east with showers and/or rain.

At Herberton P.O., temperatures are highest between October and March
with & mean maximum of 29° C for November to @ mean maximum of
21.3° C for July. The mean for the year is 25.5° C. The mean minimum
temperature ranges from a maximum of 18.4° C in February and a mean
minimum of 9.7° in July, The mean minimum for the year is 14,6 C. The
humidity measured at 3 pm ranges from a maximum mean level of 67 in
February to a minimum mean level of 47 in September. The mean yearly
humidity at 3 pm is 55. The rainfall at Herberton is maximum during the
months of December until March with the highest mean reading of 238mm
in December and the lowest mean reading of 17mm in Seplember. The mean
yearly reading is 1147mm.

At Mt. Bellenden-Ker top station 031141 the mean rainfall ranges from
1272mm in February to 251mm in October. The mean yearly total is B024mm.
The rainfall is highest from January until April and lowest from July until
November.

Babinda 144, which is location ta Mt Bartle
Frere the mean rainfall ranges from 768mum in February to 104mm in October.
The mean yearly total is 4540mm. The rainfall is highest from January until
April and lowest from June until November.

R.lochiae in cultivation
The first report of R.Jochiae being grown in cultivation was that in “The
Chronicle” 3rd June, 1939, page 348, where it is recorded that it
was growing at The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. In “The Botanical ine”
Tab. 9651 it is recorded that it flowered in the Temperate House at Kew in
September 1939. The plants at Kew had grown from seed sent to The Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew in 1936, by Herbert Solomen of Sydney. Unfortunately
I have no information on where the seed was collected or whether Herbert
Solomon was the actual collector.
1n 1941 I joined the Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria and recall seeing a truss
of R lochiae which the late Ivo Hammet brought alang to a meeting, In “Your
Garden” magazine of May 19519, Ivo Hammet wrote an article describing
his experiences with this species. He wrote that his plant was growing wi
in ordinary loamy soll, surrounded on all sides by rocks and overshadowed
by trees.
Dr. Peter Valder commenced to grow R. lochiae in 1948-50 when he was given
sted by Tom Raine of Raine Ridge, Kurrajong. Tom Rain had collected the
seed in North Queensland, but T have no information on which mountain it
was collected.
R lochie first appeared in a Nursery Catalogue in 1053 at the Nursery of Basil
ins'* in Essendon, Victoria, It had been displayed in flower at Gudm

Seedsmen's Association. | have spoken to Bab Hodgins, son of Basil Hodgins,
and he recalls seeing a large plant of R.lochiae in the garden at the family
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home in Essendon as a schoolboy in the 1930, but has no idea of the origin
of the plant. This clone has been widely grown. especially in Victoria, by those
enthusiastic gardeners interested in rhododendrons. [t was reported to have
aval glossy foliage, and waxy vermilion red flowers in semipendulous bunches
flowering in autumn.

There is an herbarium specimen of the Hodgins Nursery form in the National
‘Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne dated 23rd December,
1943, and recording that this form is from M, Bellenden-Ker.

In England a selected form of R.lochiae was named R Iochiae ‘Down Under’
by the Crown Estate Windsor, and received an Award of Merit in 1957.

The late Ben Menelaus™ collected seed of R.lochiae on Mt. Bartle Frere in
the middle 1960's at an altitude of 1300m. In his article on R lochiae in “The
Rhododendron and Camellia Year Book 1966” published by the Royal
Horticultural Society, he wrote that he found one flower on Mt. Bartle Frere,
the colour being similar to the A.M. form and established garden forms
originating from Hodgins Nurseries, Seedlings raised from self-pollinated
garden plants of the Mt. Bartle Frere form were identical.

As shown in the painting by Vera Scarth-Johnson®, painted from life on the
top of Mk. Bartle Frere, the leaves of this form are prominently veined
Donald Tesse® collected seed on Mt Finnigan in 1978 at an altitude of 985m.
The seed was distributed to members and is now widely grown. The seedlings
of the Mt. Finnigan form grew into smaller spreading plants with 6-8 florets
to the truss. The colour is similar to the form from Thornton Peak, and
abovate ives are smaller than those of most other forms and slightly
paler in colour,

In February 1979, 1 received cuttings of two forms of R.lochiae from Geoff
Stocker of Malanda in North Queensland. One form was collected on
Thornton Peak and proved to be similar to material collected later in the year
on Thornton Peak by members of The Australian Rhododendron Society.
The other form was from Mt. Spurgeon and had Howers smaller than other
forms, and leaves smaller and more oval than other forms.

Members of The Australian Rhododendron Society® visited Thornton Peak
and Devil's Thumb in 1979 and collected cuttings. Those collected on Thomton
Peak were collected from plants at a number of different altitudes.

Harold Shepherd has reported that he collected R lachiae on Thomton Peak
where it grew up to 2m in height In racky soll covered with humus and mass.
At the summit of Thomton Peak, the leaves, obovate in shape are smaller
than those of the Devil's ‘Ehunb form, and there are 6-7 florets to the truss.
The colour is midway between that of the Hodgins Nurseries form and the
Devil's Thumb form.
Harold Shepherd also reported that he collected material of R.lochiae in 1979
at Devil's Thumb, south of the Daintree River in North Queensland at an
elevation of 925m on a rocky outcrop. The plants were “leggy” plants, 1m
in height at a maximum, with large leaves, but smaller than he had observed
on the lower levels of Thornton Peak. In cultivation there is an average of
six Flowers 1o the truss, dark red in colour, and more waxy than most forms
DI Rl loch:'u

I Shepherd points out that seedlings originally cbtained from Bert
Chandlu and Sons Como Nursery at The Basin, grown from the Hodgins
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Nurseries form, have flowers with more crinkled edges to the corolla lobes
than most farms of R.lochize. The florets are slightly smaller than those of
the Devil's Thumb form, very dark in colour, and there are up to ten forets
to a truss,
A form of R lochiae was mtmdumdmmlhvihl:m, after being collected on
M. Lewis several years ago by Dr. Geoff Atherton of Brisbane. It has possibly
the largest leaves of all forms, but | have no npum of its flowering in
cultivation to date.
R.lochiae has also been collected on Mt. Alexandra and on Mt. Windsor, but
1 have no details of the collections.
In cultivation in Melbourne, lhe main flowering period is during, February
and March, but T once saw a plant grown by the late Michael Spry, second
Pmdmtu(nursoncry, wm. 4 et e By s Bl d.unng each
‘manth of the year. The long flowering time is important, as although K.
has a main Hlowering period during February and March, it does not Somer
anly during a peak period like so many other rhododendron species.

Horticultural Requirements
R.lochiae and R.lochiae hybrids are grown by rhododendron enthusiasts in
Victoria, Wollongong, Sydney, Northern Ta,mama and Brisbane, and to a
lesser extent in other Australia. T New
Zealand, the United States, Japan, England and other overseas countries.
Although these plants grow well in the ground in rich, well drained soils
containing plenty of leaf mould, the plants grow better in containers such as
ions of k ining rotted tree-fern fibre,

peat
moss and leaf mould.

The plants are not difficult to grow providing four basic requirements are
undentood They requluagmd supply of maisture, good light, protection

from extremes of temperature, mmrhmohu good drainage.
Dr. John Rouse has demonstrated that although they prefer acid conditions,
they in fact have a high requirement hrmlmum and this can be added to
compost as calcium phosphate which does not raise the pH too much. It has
‘been stated that they do not like extremes of lempmluxv The plants need
protection from frost as they are fros! tender, and they need semishade during
the hot summer months. However, they do like warmth and high humidity.
The foliage of loses its gloss and
‘becomes blotched with dull red patches.
Hnnjcu]wnuy,pl-msdﬂhdxmmmhybndshmgmmullty being
ideal garden plants, plants for lhrpalm bushhouse or hanging baskets. As
acut flower, they are long lasting, and in the garden they are also long lasting.
‘The largest plant of R.lochiae | have seen in cultivation was c. 1.5m in height
and Im in width. I have grown R.lochiae successfully in leaf mould in the
fork of a Blackwood tree (Acacia melanoxylon) at Olinda in the Dandenong
Ranges in Victoria.
In the nature nnpzldvzhunmnlﬂi]nfml?nusethﬂlllaplanlofl}\!
Rlndnwhybmi,RLbeﬂyBar which is ¢. 2m in height and 1.5m in width.
“This plant is in flower every month of the year, and is a mwm\litem sight.
None of the forms of R.lochiae are scented, although some hybrids have had
scent transmitted to them from their other parent.

"]




R.Liberty Bar’
Pollination in the wild
Peter Stevens”® in his lecture at the Second International Rhododendron
Conference in Edinburgh in May 1982, discussed pollination of Vireya
Rl!\hdmdm the: hn]ni in Papua New Guinea. He pointed out that there

a s wil orany

yeu w flowers, but also some species such as R christii which have yellow
tubes and red corolla lobes.

The long tubular white flower is probably pollinated by sphingids, and the

funneliform white flower type is probably pollinated by bats (Kores).

In Papua New Guinea it is .mnw;b e that Vireya Rhododendron species that

occur above the tree line an exposed mountain tops are invariably red in

calour. No work has been done on which pollinators are responsible for the

pollination of R ochiag, but as this species occurs mostly on rocky outcrops

at the top of mountains in North Queensland, and it is red in colour, one

might suggest that birds are responsible for its pollination.

Oceurring as it does at high altitudes above the tree-line, it is probable that

wind also plays a part in pollination.

Itis also possible, but to a lesser extent, that insects may also play some part

in pollination, e.g. moths or butterflies,

Dr. John Rouse® in his paper written in conjunction with Norman Dowsett

entitled “Butterfly feeders at the Melbourne Zoo” discusses

into butterfly vision.

"




They point out that man's vision is limited to the wavelength range of 400
to 700 nano-metres (a nano-metre is one billionth of a metre). Shorter wave
Jengths are referred to as ultraviolet (UV) and longer ones referred to as infrared
(IR). The UV region is divided into UV-A (320-400nm) and UV-B (280-320nm).
“The wave length for the colour red of R.lochiae is in the region of 625-700nm.
Insects with their compound eyes, tend to be red blind, but can see into the
UV-A (300-600mm). Within the insects, most is known about the vision of
the honey-bee which has been investigated in cnnﬁdar:ble il.
Being red blind, butterflies cannot distinguish the red calour of R.lockiae
mmlla lobes lmm the green background of the leaves. However, as a result
ions, Dr. Rouse and Norman Dawie ‘suggest the mechanism
b!, wmch‘ s tracted b
distance, With eyes capable of high resolution and sensitive to the UV-A,
corolla lnba reflecting in the UV-A stand out brightly against the dark
vegetation in the, ‘Bright red flowers which are probably pollinated
by birds can have corollas which reflect UV-A and hence bumrﬂi:s are
additional visitors. An example is R.lachiae which has brilliant deey
flowers whose corolla lobes reflecl UV-A. The centre of the flower ibmrbﬂ
uu_-UVA mdnﬁsasiUVn:mrgmd
tterflies are attracted to the flowers from a distance by the bright
mﬂechun nhhn UV-A light on the corolla lobes. As the butterdlies spproach
tre of the Hower which is strongly UV-A absorbing, appears
dikaldicbﬂlmguid? Thadark-}surhugmme variously referred
1o as a UV “beeguide”, "insect guide” ar "nectar guader and pmvlda
information to the butterfly that it is on course for

disation
Rlochiae wil hybridise readily with species in it own Subsection and othet
bsections of the Section Vireya® of the Genus Rhododendron but in all
the resulting hybrids the red cu\wraf R lochiae is dominant.
Hybrids have been made by crossing R.lochiae with
Subsection  Peeudovireya
retusiom F2
Subsection  Phaeouireya
Konorii
phacopeplum
Subsection  Solenovireya
Jasminiflorum
loranthiflorum
Subsection Euvireya
series  Linnacoidea
gracilentum
series  Buxifolia
pauciflorum
pseudanitens
wrightianum
series Javanica
Javanicum
leucogigas



macgregoriae
christianae

aurigeranum
zoelleri

Registered R.lochine hybrids and their parentage

“Alisa Nicole' — lochiae % gracilentum F2

“Arthur’s Choice’ — christianae X lochiae F2

“Athanasius’ — [lagtum X (lochiae X macgregoriae) X javanicum]

R Australia I

‘Australia Il — | (phavopephern % lachiac) X zoelleri] % Hunstein's Secret”
‘Belisar’ — konorii X lochiae
‘Bellenden Coral’ — konorii X lochiae
‘Bob's Crowning Glory' — lochiae % ‘Hunsteins Secret’
ightly' — Tropic Glow' X (lochiae X macgregoriac)
‘Celebration’ — lochiae X macgregoriae
‘Charming Valentine' — ‘Saint Valentine' X ‘Saint Valentine’
“Cheeky Mandarin’ — (lochiae X macgregoriae) X macgregoriae
‘Cherry Pie' — lochiae hybrid X konori
“Christmas Past’ — lochine X psedonitens

1




“Christmas Present’ — lochiae X javamicurm var. brookeanum gracile
“Clarion Firm' — (aurigeranum X lochiae) X retusum

R Christmas Present’

*Coral Hare’ — lochiae X lactum
'Dnmhi Stanton” — lochiae X lagtum

Felinda’ — (phacopeplum X lochize) X leucogigas

erdinand von Mueller' — lochiae X macgregoriae

ire Plum’ — (phacopeplum X lachiae) X zoelleri
Fuschia Lady’ — | (phasopephin X lockiag) X zoelleri] X Hunstein's Secrer
‘Great Scent-sation’ — konarii X lochiae
‘Hot Gossip’ — lochiae hybrid X konorii
‘Irian Jaya’ — lochiae X ‘Pink Delight’
“Kisses' — Tropic Glow' X (lochiae X macgregoriac)

urt Herbert Adler’ — phaeopeplum X lochiae
Lady Clare' — (phacopeplum X lochiae) % leucogigas
‘Liberty Bar’ — lochiae X aurigeranan
"Little Pinkie' — (lochiae X macgregoriag) X loranthiflorum
“Littlest Angel' — lochine X paucifiorum
"Lochmin’ — lochine X jasminiflorum

16







“Lovey' — konorii X | (zhaopeplum X lochiae) % zoelieri]

“Mrs. Elizabeth Miller' — [ (phaeopeplum % lochiac) % leucogigas] X lactum
‘Overflow’ — christianae X lachiae F2

“Pacific Shower’ — (lachiae X macgrogoriae) X christianae

“Pendragon’ — (lochiae X laetum) X macgregoriae

“Penrose’ — lochiae X aurigeranim

‘Red Rooster’ — zoelleri % (lochiae X javanicum)

‘Robert Bates' — (zoelleri X lochiae) X kanorii

‘Rolvs Favourite’ — lachiae X macgregoriae

*Saint Valenting' — lochiae % gracilentum

*Shantung Rose’ — (phacopeplum X lochias) X (leucogigas X lactum)
Tetramum’ — lochiae hybrid X macgregoriae

Thomas Becket” — [ (zoelleri X lochiae) X zoelleri] X (aurigeramum X
zoelleri)

“Tropic Fanfare’ — javanicum X lochiae

“Veronica Clancy’ — (christianae % lochiag) X zoelleri

"Wentwarth’ — konorii X lochiae

"Weston Glow' — (javanicum X lochiae) X laetum

Crosses between different forms of R.lochiae

In recent years there have been many crosses made between different forms
of R.lochie, i.e. R lochiae coming from different mountain tops in North
Queensland, but there have been no reports of worthwhile improvements on

the parents.
There have also been many instances of plants from different mountain taps
belns selfsd, but again here have st no reports o any improvstent on
nces from the parent among the seedlings
Rmmlly | sav o plant inflowerof 8 cros ade by Dr. John Rouse between
o

bovate
in shipe :uggmm the parents were either the nwmun Peak form or Mount
Finnigan form, The flowers however were passibly the best flowers of R lochiae

T have seen. They were larger than usual and a deep rich red colour.

Hyl:ndnmm between R.lochiae and non-Vireya rhododendron species
o reports of hybrids being made by crossing R.lochiae and

veueﬂ in another genus apart from Rhododendron.

In the Journal of the American Rhododendron Society (1991) 45(1): 612

Dr. John Rouse® and Os Blumhardt, describe the hybrid R. Little Pioneer’

grown from seed sown by Os Blumhard: by crossing R.lochize with

R.uirgatum from the section Rhododendron,

Dr. John Rouse later repeated the same cross.

In the Journal of the American Rhododendron Smely llwll 45(4) 218,

Dr. John Rouse®, Dr, Elizabeth Williams and Professor B. x describe a
::rmsmadz by Dr Ruunebdw:m R.’Arthur's Choice’ and R ovatum. In the

artic]
hybrid. This is a cross between a Vireya, R.‘Arthur’s Choice’ which is a
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R.lochiae hybrid and R.ovatum, an evergreen azalea. The hybrid had an
attractive pink flower but unfortunately has since died. This was the only
cross that has ever flowered between a Vireya and an evergreen azalea. It
is unfortunate that the hybrid has not survived.

It is worth reparting a number of other crosses made between R.lochiae and

a non-Vireya Rhododendron specics, but unfortunately all seedlings have
ly died.

The crasses were all made by Dr. John Rouse.

R.lochiae ¥ R.championiae

October 1963 only five were left
November 1983, all were

Rlochiae x Ratmsil
12¢h February, X
Four seedlings.
December 1963, weak chlorotic seeclings were ll dead

R.lochiae X R.tashiroi
17 seedlings, all died.

Rlochiae X R.prunifolim
Massive germination
Hybridity
All died

Commercial Possibilities

To date large numbers of R.lochias hybrids have not been available for sale
commercially, but there has been a steady demand for those plants which are
availe, and sales depel\d on this supply.

ly the most
ot Coral et ﬂn—ﬂum “Tropic Fanfare’, 1..bmy Hor, Litist Angel
and ‘Saint Valentine'.

There is one problem that has arisen commercially, and this is that similar

the same country. This is a prublem that is virtually impossible to control,

‘Conclusie
Dorald T and Ray Weeks conclude their article “The Search for a White
Rhododendron " in "The Rhododendron” 22-3-2 by saying that
“vartation in leaf colour, size and shape scems to be considerable.
colour varies from pale red to deep scarlet, as yet no flowers of any other
colour have been seen in the wild. Plants that have flovered in Melbourne
. Reports of

since their return have all been red. of thododendrons groving on
Island,
and many other sites are frequently encountered. However until pmmm

able to identify rhododendrans, actually collect material in the wilderness,
these elusive new forms or species must remain as tantalising rumours”.
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Although R.lochias is the only rhododend ,pedum been di d
in Australia, it is not impossible that uther species of rhododendron, as yet
undiscovered exist in the mountains of North Queensland. Reports from

ualified observers, at first of a plant with yellow flowers, and later of one
with white flowees, but i other respects similar to R.lockiae have come to
Melbourne in past years. /s to whether these plants are in fact rhododendrons
we are uncertain, but nmamh' further botanical exploratory work needs to
be done in the North Queensland mountains where R.lockiae has its home,

The late Dr. L.J. Brass, a llector who led Archbold expedi
to Papua New Guinea, sharee my view, In a letter to me in August 1967 he
wrote that “he thought it entirely possible that rhododendrans other than
R.lochiaa remained to be discavered on the mountain tops of far north-sast
Queensland. Na doubt all of these peaks have been climbed, but some still
Rave b be weemied hy okirky oF people. Siketerte b Tocking For
s of rhododendron like shrubs with white and
elow esners weould be el weorh nvestigation.

We already have a R.brassii, a species of rhododendron from Papua New
Gum but how wonderful it would be to find a new rhododendron species
th Queensland. I have already selected a provisional name R flockeri®
namad afer North Queenslandls mest famous Naturalist, Dr. Fuga Fleckr,
a Radiologist who oomm:nced his specialty at Prince Hznr;(s Haqyitsl in
Melbourne, but later moved to Cairns to continue his
Follow his interest in Natural History. 1 worksd. at Caxrm Hospl:i] dunm;
194748 and it was my pl to kaow hi
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Rhododendron commonae and
two of its hybrids

I.L. ROUSE* and E.G. WILLIAMS*

1. Scheol of Physics, The University of Melbourne, Paskeille, Victoria, 3052, Australa.
2. Department of Botany, University of Georgla, Athens, GA 30602, U.S.A.

Rhododendron commonae is a small-leaved, terrestial, alpine shral

found on mountain tops in Papua New Guinca. Taxonomically, it ey

placsd in sect. Vireya sobsec. Euvireyaseries Busifolia. Alhough it groves
to 4200m,

e sbove 3500m and el vanabilty e alitucs and
from one mountain peak to another, For detailed botanical descriptions of
R.commanas, see Sleumer (1966) and van Royen and Kores (1982).

The leaves of R.commonas are arranged on the stem in helical Fibonacci®
a n d

the stem when growth is strong. The truss usually contains four to six deep
red to crimson, S-partite Fowers with 5 corolla lobes and 10 anthers. The

anthers, possbly to inhibil
There s a colour the flowers of R.
Since the flowers absorb rather than reflect light in the ultraviolet A

{UV-A) region of the spectrum (320 to 400nm wavelength), they would not
distinguichable to red-blind insects against the green background i

he fl fn]mhzlnlr

cannot
region of the spectrum, These floral characteristics of R.conumanae are in
cantrast ta those of the Australian Vireya species R.lochiae whose corollas
therefore b wisbe toinsets. L lochiae s probably
pollinated by both birds and insects. The contrasting optical propertses of
it .whm-vhilhnfdnwws
on mountain tops in North Queensland, the altitude is lower (around 1500m)
and neects are kel to e mareabundand than they ar on the mch igher
peaks in Papua New Guinea
Under cultivation in the temperate climate of Melbourne, R.commonae grows
well and flowers. readily, provided it is sheltered from severe winter frosts
and full summer sun_ It is easily propagated from seeds or cuttings and can
e compatibly graite onto hybid Viteya tock. althnagh galts onto the st
hybrid R. imur’ have proved to be i
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Inthe wid, R commorae noclllomll'y hytndlu; with other species such as

|t can be :remd with many ather Vlzvyu pwvidecl that their Flower size,
relative to R.commonae itself, is not too large or too small (Williams and
Roux, 1986). We reported the hybrid [ (Rkonari x Rlaetum)
R commonae] n_ the vearbook of the Royal Hortcaliral Sociery
"Rhododendrons 19867, with Mlsmllls and Camellias”, also
presented photagraphs of both the parents and the hybrid. The Tvbrid was
Subsequently named Ruby Bells Here we repart on two further hybrids
obtained from this same cross by self-pollination and by backcrossing to
R.commonaz.
Figure 1 shows the hybrid | (R.konori X RJastum) X R.commonas] selfed,
in flower, It was grown from seed provided by G.Snell in 1986, and its flowers
are very similar o those of the parent hybrid though larger and a slightly
corollas are 6-lobed, probably due to the inclusion
of 7-lobed R.korori in Its parentage. The name Melrose'is under consideration
for this hybrid.
Figure 2 shows the hybrid [ (Rkonori X R.laetum) % R.commonae] %
R.commonae raised from seed provided by J.Rouse in 1986. The 5-lobed
flowers are similar to those of R.cammonae, although somewhat larger, less
curved and not such a deep red. We are considering the name “Toored' for
this hybrid.
The original hybrid and the two additional crosses were made with the aim
of producing vigorous, horticulwrally desirable, red-flawed Vireyas with
increased cold tolerance from R.commonae. At this time both plants show
excellent growth uncler temperate conditions.

3. Inthis coniot, hlical bonacsindiaesthat e e s arvanged il o the
or within @ paeudowhorl and that the angle between a leaf petiole and the next
oot etcle p the e i 137.5°

Sleumer, H. (1968). Ericaceae. pp. 469-668. Fiora Malesiana Ser. 1, Viol. 8d). CG.G]. Van
Steenis (ed.} Noordhoff, Groningen.
Van Royen, P and Kores P. (1962). The Ericaceae of the high mountains of New
Ganter Verlag, Germany. Reprint editio nihmhund&mm‘d’inﬁwymi"ﬂw
alpine flora of New Guinea”
‘Williams, E.G. and Rouse, L. (1986). yorids:

In: Rhododendrons wi »wamu-mmmns‘x Lond, 7 4562,
MﬂhnEG and Rouse, |.L. (1 lengths contribute to ti

‘Rhododendron. Austral. J. B'l!\._!i 183191,




Propagation of Rhododendrons
by Cuttings

J. O'SHANNASSY

Today, the great majority of
by cuttings. Enthusiastic amateurs also use this method but, unless equrpped
with special — ar\de!p:ndv: — equipment, they confine themselves to easy-
to-strike varieties e.g. evergreen azaleas, Frafrantissimum, However if we take
advnma@e nf :he improved techniques developed by the commercial
propagators and adapt them for amateur use, we can readily propagate all
but the most difficult at minimum cost.
Commercial propagation starts with a glasshouse, uses thermostatically
controlled bottom heat and automatic misting, and takes advantage of
improvements in rooting hormones. These conditions — except bottom heat
— can be simulated quite readily with v!ryslmple equlpmem ‘which requires
little attention until the cuttings have formed ro
In brief, the process consists of placing the (unmgs in a moist pr
medium in a plm.c pot md then =mlomn; the wholem a d!ir plish( bag
ich is bothin and around the leaves.
The pot is then placed in a well-lit location until roots form.
There is nothing new about this arrangement — it has been described many
times in various publications — but many who have tried it have become
discouraged by poor results and the need for frequent attention over an
extended period for all but the easiest plant material. By trial and error over
the years, | have added a number of small improvements which, taken
together, give quite good results for amateur purposes with a minimum of
after-care once the plastic bag has been closed.
Each of the steps leading to the final result are set out below.

Selecting the Cuttings.
Cuttings are selected from new growth which is starting to harden; in
Melbourne suburbs, depending an variety and aspect of the plant, this can
be from early December through to February or even later, The cuttings are
best taken when changing from a “soft” condition to the “half-hard stage.
‘This can be determined by the “Bend Test”. Bend the cuttings gently between
the first two fingers and the thumb of one hand. If the cutting bends and then
breaks pan-way through, it is ready to take. If it bends almost in two without
breaking, it is too early ("too soft”). If it snaps like a match stick, it is too
me (' too hard”).

Tect timing of the cutting is not essential, but it helps. If taken too soft,
\he cutting Is likely to rot before roots form. If taken too hard, it is much

to rot, but it will take much longer to root than a softer cutting.
If plenty of cutting wood is available, you may like to take one pot-full a
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little on the early side and another at the “right" time. If the early cuttings
do not rot, you will get gaod results quickly. If they die, you have the second
pot a5 a saver.
As we are not using artificial heat, there is an advantage in taking cuttings
as early as possible so that the higher ambient temperatures. of surmmer (both
oy nd igh) will epth ot wazm raturaly and 0 speed o

roots.

If the parent plant is growing vigorously, the shoots on the top will be thick
and long. Experience has shown that it is better to avoid these strong gro

and select cuttings lower down where they will not be as thick o strong. With
a particularly vigorous plant, it may be desirable to take cuttings low down
on the south or east side.

The cuttings should be in good condition when taken. They shauld not be
suffering from heat or drought stress. This means that, in hot weather, the
plants should be watered beforehand and the cuttings taken in the early
morning. As they are cut, place them in a plastic bag to which a little water
has been added, close the bag to maintain a high humidity and so prevent
the cuttings from drying out.

The Propagating Medium

The cuttings need to be inserted in a medium which provides the correct
conditions for the formation of roots. Prior to roots forming, a callus forms
an the exposed cambium of the cutting. To encourage the formation of
callus, the end of the cutting needs moisture and air {oxygen in particular).
This is provided by a medium which is sufficiently apen so that air spaces
‘exist between the particles, and moisture is also needed, inati

is usually provided by the use of coarse sand and moist peat, which may be
supplemented by perlite,

Suitable sand is ily obtained by th teur by purch small
quantity of “propagating sand” in a plastic bag. This sand is usually sold as
“washed sand” but in my experience it is usually not clean enough. It may
contain clay particles, sticks, bark, leaves etc., all of which may initiate rotting
of the cuttings. Further washing is required. One way to do this is to quarter
£ill a bucket with the sand, set a hose running with  good flow, insert it into
the sand and let it run for ten minutes or so, until the overflow runs clear.
Peat should be German peat containing large lumps. P: hrough a 6
(% inch) sieve. Do not use peat which is fine and contains na lumps as it
is inclined to completely Fll the spaces between the coarse sand particles and
thus exclude the air.

Perlite, although it contains some fine material, may be used without sieving
provided no more is used than specified below.
Mixtures {by volume) are:

3 parts coarse sand, 1 part peat
or 2 parts coarse sand, 1 part peat, 1 part perlite
The whole process can be simplified by the use of a prepared “propagating
mix” in a bag from a reputable supplier. However, | have abtained better
results by making my own mix.

»



Pots and Bag Supports
For rhododendron cuttings, | prefer to use 150mm (6 inch) plastic pots. These
will hald ten to twenty cuttings depending on leaf size. The pots should be
clean, preferably new.
Oneof in the past has been supparting the plastic
bag 5o that it is kept clear of the cuttings and does nwtdmurb the medium
or cuttings every time the pot is moved or the bag opened for inspection or
walering. Mymelinrlslnnz two pots of the same size, ane inside the other,
‘with two supporting of wire, at 90° to one another, inserted between
d-e two pots 5o that Il\ewire is firmly held in place without intruding into
the propagating medium. In this way, the bag can be held clear of the cuttings
and opened as required without disturbing the contents (see diagram),
Theinner pot should be filled to the top with the propagating medium, soaked
in water and then allowed to drain for several hours before inserting the
cuttings.

Preparing and mm the Cuttings
The lower leaves mwedhavim;mowlhmmhemp,depmdm
ondx(Fm'van!h-wnh small leaves e.g. Kurume azaleas, ten or more
Jeaves should be left). When semoving the leaves, be careful not o tear the
bark. Larger leaves. may be trimmed to one half or two thirds full m
an spmln the ot and how many cuttings are to be inserted.
end of the cutting sh mudsqmmvnd\ashlrpkmfell\dadim
of bark 1-2.5cm (¥ -1 tnah) long removed from one side for small varieties,
and on twa sides for those with thicker stems. The slice should be just deep
enough to expose the cambium layer. A sharp knife (¢.g. a Stanley trimming
knife with a new blade) should be used as experience has shown that clean
cuts callus quicker than ragged ones and are less inclined to rot
Having prepared the cuttings, they then need the addition of a hormane which
acrelerates callusing and subsequent root formation. The availability of good
hormones has been one of the most significant advances in recent years in
l;nwigihng from um...g Thzyar! zvallll:le as powder, liquid or gel. All
have their adherents, wi vetience of use being the major determinast
in the choice. My choloe s the liquid because it is easy enough to use and
I have had good results with it but many commercial propagators are hippy
with powder. Using "Roofex-I", | dilute it 50:50 in accordance with the
instructions, using lh: plastic bottle top as a container for the mix. I hold
the cutting in the liquid for about five seconds and allow it to dry (a few
mm..rn.) inserting it in the medium. The diluted liquid is discarded
the coarse
und parHch will tear the bark on the end and the side{s) of the cutting.
Prepare a hole of the correct depth (a pencil suits), drop the cutting in and
gently firm the medium with the fingers. Insert sufficient cuttings to fill the
pot without overcrowding Ov:mwm will allow the leaves to stick
together, which may set up a rot. Also, u may reduce the Im‘w mc}uns the
leaves of the inner cuttings, the
cuttings.
When all the cuttings are in place, water gently from above to ensure that
all are firmly in place. Do not over-water as this may dilute the hormone.
1 prefer to use only one variety per pot so that most will root at about the
same time and thus simplify the final potting-on process.

»




tic Bag and After-Care
With the pot full of cuttings and the wire laops in place, drop the pot into
a clear plastic bag and tie the top above the loops so that the bag is alr tight
(see diagram). After thirty minutes or so, condensation should be visible on
the inside of the bag, indicating that the air inside the bag is saturated with
water-vapour, thus ensuring that the leaves will remain turgid. This takes the
place of the automatic misting system of the commercial propagator.
Now the pot needs warmth and light — but not direct sunlight or the leaves
will be burnt. A position inside a window, provided the light is bright, is
suitable and, generally, warmer in the cooler weather than outside. The
warmer the pat, the quicker roats will form. This is why the commercial
propagator uses bottom heat.
1f such a position is not available, select a spot outside with a clear view of
the southern sky but which does not receive direct {unshaded) sunlight. The
southern or south-eastern side of a thododendron or similar bush is usually
suitable. Inspect the bag from time to time to check that the condensation
is still evident on the inside of the bag. If the bag locks dry, open it and add
water — gently — until it starts to appear at the drainage holes of the pot.
Check the bag for holes and replace — or repair — it if necessary. The usual
‘hazard here is from dogs ot cats who may tear the plastic bag o knock it over.
After several months, check to see whether roots have formed. Do this by
opening the bag and tugging the cuttings gently. If they move, reclose the
bag, watering gmly if necessary. When most of the cuttings are firm when
tugged, start to "harden" them by leaving a small opening at the bag closure
point. Over several weeks, gradually open the bag and roll it down and finally
remove it, watching to see that the cuttings remain turgid. At this stage, they
are ready for potting-on, but if by this lime the weather is cool, it is better
ta leave them until the Spring. If the cuttings were taken early and the variety
not too difficult to propagate, there is a good chance that they will be ready
for potting-on while the weather is still mild. this is another advantage of
starting early.

Potti

Putting roots on cuttings is not the end of the exercise. They still need to be
potted-on and to make — and harden — a new growth before you can assume

that you have new plants. Remove the wire laops, or bend them out of the
way, and gently knock the contents of the pot onto a bench, Separate the
cuttings, being careful not to tear the roots from the cuttings. Rhododendron
cuttings are easily ruined at this stage. For each struck cutting, select a pot
slightly larger than the root-ball and pot them with an open free-draining mix,
without fertiliser. It is important not to over-pot and not to use too dense
a mix, I like to add Smm (v inch) pine bark, coarse sand or perlite to the
usual potting mix.

Protect the newly potted plants from draughts and cold until it is clear that
they have settled in and are growing on, Now add fertliser to the top of the
pot, or use a liquid fertiliser,

The job is donel

Review

‘The lack of bottom heat means that root formation will be slow but, because
5o little attention is required once the bag is closed, only patience is required
from then on.




ot into the bag rather lacing the bag over the pot reduces
the loss of water from the bottom of the pot, s hdpdnswmﬁmlhnmnmn
necded to keep the medium moist. Being able to test for rooting, without
disturbing the cuttings seems to help the process. Using two pots with the
vrire held il between them tosupport the plastic bag effctvely elimintes
disturbance of the medium and movement of the cuttings when moving the
po, Kepecing s coiems o= adding waler. Again, this seems to speed up
rooting provess and. gives a higher percentage of roofing than such
arrangements as supporting the bag with sticks or wires inside the propagating
pot.
This method is suitable for all plants which are normally propagated from
green cu

Twa wire loops
at 90°

Inner Pot

Outer Pot



Rhododendron ‘Chayya’
A Highly Rated Vireya Hybrid

BRIAN CLANCY

RPink Deight' X R-inrnervatun 2 (scord geneation) was uy pize
wining truss at the Anmal held at
Garden, Olinda, in November, 1990, This cehibit was ivrardedlheSmlys
Certificate of Merit for an entry of exceplional merit, the Pritchard Trophy
o e B Fhockmendio st b s o o AR 5 “Trophy for the
ermsm the Open Section and th Lo Andersan Trophy or the Bst
Hybrd nthe Show. Applicaton hasbeen made for the regtation
o Ilybnd ta be officially named as . ‘Chayy:
The second generation seedling first flowered in mmm 1988, when the
pltos wad oty 5 el ). Rzmarkablz a5t may seen, the nital
uss of
s gl ek b giminindpl e i |
measured 8.3 centimelres across in an exquisite shade of pink (Royal
Horticultural Society, London, Colour Chart 52D shading to 19D yellow buff
theoat with ik saiens). The rus e reminscent o the hardy hybrid
R.Alice’, Because the plant was so small anly one cutting could be taken,
ad o ety this, the lant ae cutting wer rcknamed ‘Alc’. In 199,
the same small seedling. which had been repatted from a 12.5cm to a 15cm
pot, had a Fourteen Flower truss on a side stem. Such a large truss on such
a small plant was.an exception to the general rule of “Never judge a seedling
by Its first efforts at lowering” because the flower buds are not praperly or
fully developed at the juvenile stage. ] iken this to a Pullet’s egg: large egas
are only obtained when the bird is fully developed.
R.Pink Delight' s a classic hybrid which has stood the test of time. It is one
of the many hybridsprocuced by the great English Narsery of Veitch and
Soms ove one hundred yearsago. t hat  syrmerical lawers,

very good foliage {from R.

and flower, The plants of R Pink Dzlun growing in Australia originated
from plants growing in Kew Gardens, England, R.Pink Delight’ still ranks
hla!ﬂv amw! U’w de- hybrids in cultivation in Australia.

R rem, mea, is closely related to the magnificent and
wl!llmimgﬂ Bo'um wh-cﬁpmhnblyh-slh largest individual flowers of any
Bornean rhododendron, and ane of the largest trusses in the whole genus.
Both species are classified by Dr. Sieumer in the Series Javunica and the key
to their scparation is the number of flowers in the truss; R.lowii has cight
to fifteen waxy golden yellow or orange flowers, erect and spreading up to
35 centimetres in diameter, whilst R.iniraneroatum has waxy light yellow
Howers. in two's and three'

R intranervatum was first flowered in Australia by Dr. John Rouse, in
November, 1973, from seed obtained in England in 1969. The seedling plant
had three light yellow waxy Alowers. However, the most significant fact from
the point ni\'maf\inyngww«nndhybndmu that the plant rL.mmd
‘when it was just

n







by Dr. Rouse to make roes with R lagtum and Rarigeramus (v of the

st yellow Howered species, and with the hybrid R, Pink Delight

Small seedlings, about 2.5cm high of R.Pink Delight’ X R.infranervatiam,

which had been germinated] and grown by Dr. Rouse, were distrbuted to
the Society at Camberwell.

Tt B on arranged through Dr. Bob Withers, Chairman of the

ihen mm Siycommites, | g ome of hes sdlings to foering

D:hsm fiit Iuhm':n fornm o rom experience, [ knew that R, Pink Delight’
had up to fifteen fowers in the truss and that the larger Aowers of
Rintraneruatum had not appeared in the first generation seedling,

In-Rhodoclrdrons ofthe Workd, which s the acknonledged reference work
an Rhododendrons, David Leach wrote: “The classic method of securing the

single plant of the very best
i the two original parents is to cross two, or self-pollinate one, of the best
the first i ings of ! dindi li

itial cross. Then in the next generation will often be
found the ideal result'; thus the simplest and most direct way to combine the
large number of flowers in the truss of R, Pink Delight’ with the large flowers
of R.intranervatum to obtain these best characteristics fn the one plant was
to el olinate hefirst genertion e The i enerationfowers were
pol . 1964, an the resultant seed were sowm in March,
3568, Ad fctentee ahome, the Brs Close oo 1 scoed geieation sesclity
appeared in February, 1988,
Every day in my garden 1 wonder at the magnificence of creation. When [
consider bat e inist e ofthe it eneration hybrd b rogrammed
within tselfthe sze, shape and number of leaves, stems, roots, Howers,
T e, | o el i oL et Tt ATE
Rhododendron ‘Chayya' is well furnished with good leaves which last for three
is easy 1o grow and easy to flower. Like its grand-parent R Pink
Delight’, Rhododendron ‘Chayya’ has the potential to become a classic hybrid.

Notice of Annual Meeting
and Annual General Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the National Council of the Australian Rhododendror
Saciety ) "l bt held s the o of V. M. Fickard, 27 Bubrara Sree,
\VILLE, N.S.W. on Friday, 2nd October, 1992, commencing at 7.00 pm.
Bnm-h Delegates are urged to attend.
‘The Annual General Meeting of the Soclety will be held during a Dinner at
the Wollongang Club, Smith Street, Wollongong, N.5.W. on Saturday,
3rd October, 1992, commencing at 7.00 pm.
Details of, and Registration for, the Dinner, Garden Visits, etc., on Saturday
3rd and Sunday 4th Octaber, can be obtained from your Branch Secretary
or the National Secretary, Miss H. Holmwood, 51 Wialang Avenue, FIGTREE
N.S.W. 2525,

'



A Hypothetical Question

N. SULLIVAN

R Halopeanum’ syn. ‘White Pearl” {Halope, Belgium 18%) i a hybrid of
Rgriffithianum, which has a truss of three to six widely open Howers 15cm
across, it ptal s slighily efend, and &z witha iuss o s
o
s il Iabe. This hybrid hasa erge T o b B mod Sk
awarded the AM. i
R.Mrs. Tom [nmr\skv is (R.gnf,‘lflumrum % R.'White Pearl) and flowers
opening orchid and fading to white, with a dramatic large orange-brown blotch
on the upper lobes. Petals are extremely reflexed. Raised by
A.Waterer/Lowinsky and awarded the A.M. in 1919.
RMrs. ]G Millais' (A Waterer, date and parentage ot given) flowers
opening orchid, rap ing to white, with a gold bloich, Petals very reflexed
and described by H. Greer as unlike other rhodadendron flowers.
Both o the latter two hybrids have flowers so similar in colouring, form and
origin that they could have similar parentage ar even be siblings
R.'Sappho’ (A Waterer, before 1867, parentage unknown) is white with a
prominent dorsal blotch of dark marsan.

R, Karenne Griffin®




RLady de Rothschid (Rerifihiaman R Sappbc), A Wateer, AM.
1852, is white lushed blush pink. vith o lare crimson dorsal botch and &

large truss of very reflexed Flowers. Was Waterer trying to copy the unusual
ﬂwu.lh:pea&R'Mn.Tmevmkf and R Mrs.].G. Millais', or was this
. Sappho’ had R gnfi i

1849) in its pnrmhpe

More recently, R. Great Scott (R Mrs, |.G. Millais’ X R ‘Cheyenne), Greer,

1979, with pure white Aowers with a lange deep purple - mazoon bloich and

curving backwards, adding o the round appearance of the truss

R.Cheyenne’ has R.griffithiarim in its genetic

The hypothesis is that R. ith a suitable

hybrid may produce reflored flowers, and the above evidence suggests that

it is possible.

R Karenne G (R Midrght X R:Mrs .G, Mills), N, Sullian, 1090,
very reflexed flawers, mauve pink with a large red - purple blotch

iy uppes petals. R Midright ncludes. R griffithiamem genes in

parentage. Further Howering of mare siblings and of the cross (R.

® R.Mrs. T. Lowinsky’') are awaited with interest.

The Royal Horticultural
Society

A The Australian
Socey 1 Join The Rowal Horicutarl Socity, Lo
Benefits included in membership of the RH.S. are:
* A copy of the Society’s monthly Journal “The Garden”
*  Access to seed from the RH.S. ‘Wisley’ garden.

(A large allocation of seed is offered to overseas members).
o Privileged entry to RHS. Shows at Chelsea, etc.

“The Annual subscription of £21 sterling plus 3 £5 enrolment fee is
payable to:

The Secrei
The Royal Herticdtursl Society
80 Vincent Square

LONDON SWIP 2PE




Dr. John L. Rouse

The Vi the iz i

th-lmulCmmdllhalanAmnddrMAuu:ﬁlnnRhndndmdﬂm iety

Medal be made to Dr. John L. Rouse in n of his services to the
work in the

Bocity anl s rasrch

In support of this recommendation, a Citation was prepared by
Dr. RM. Withers; a summation states:

“. ... Dr. Rouse first met Society members at a meeting in May, 1960. He

was a physicist working at the Melbourne University where he became

ho introduced

, and Vireya Rhododendron In P:mmh.r

Dr. R developed ility to raise Vi seed

and distributed enormous numbers of seedlings to members. Later he became

interested in hybridising and studying the reasons for compatibility and

incommpatblly betwendifeent Vireya speces. H evaluated e yeetds

raised, and approximately thirty five have been registered to date. As with

species, many of these hybrid sﬂ:dlwu have been distribuled to members.

A further ficld of tion in which he has.

research work is propaation by grafting. He has been a leader in this field,
ng hardy Vireya hybrids and a range Vireya nudmmch Grafts
icun chas

mnmmmmmﬁmmwm Ru..!

As a lecturer Dr. Rouse has beer

Socmymlm!lndommumumimﬂw(kmb Hrdt]m:udl}w&wmi
Bamnv\m Mueller Memarial Lecture in October, 1980, and at the Secand
leindudlw(‘mﬁ:m Scot]

Rhododendvon” on bchalf of co-authors E.G. Williams, RB. Knox and
himself, the second on

E




Abthe Rhododend
e “Style L!ngm =
Hybridisation in Rhododendron*. He has lectured at Society meetings on a
i oF b latid i Vira Ristadaca: i, Bopas s e
approximately twenty five articles for publication in The Rhododendron, these
articles have been accompanied by his outstanding photographic ilustratians.
For a number of years, Dr., Rouse has carried out a research prog:
association with members of the Botany Department at the ummuy of
Melbourne and Botanists overseas on subjects relating to the Genus
Rhcundron, with fianci) aippot from e National Councl o the
Australian Rhododendron Society.th Victoian Branch o th Society and

the American Rhododendron Society. His research work has resulted in the
publication of inmumerable eiles I scensihe Jourmals atound the world
and copies of thes atickeshave beensupplied by Dr. Rouse to the Library

the Australian Rhododendron Sacety . . ."

Nanoml Counnl mmlbeﬂ were. u\mmnms in their  agreement with the

Dr. R our of the
Society - The Ammhm Rimmodmdmn Society Madal. The award of this
Medal carries with it Life Membership of the Australian Rhododendron
Society.

President’s Message
(Continued from page 1)

o
to broaden lhe ra.nge nfp]anu in their garden. The contributions of N.x|
Sullvan and Hilary O Reske, who have rganied the exchange s yeur
are greatly appreciated.
& scon bark nillbe cuablished n the near future, Perhaps 3 simple way
1o operate i for the Branch Delegates ta exchange scions at the
National Councl Meetings, from orders taken at the October Meetings: this
would be quite effective and should require minimal organisation
“The Rhadadendron” has gone from strength to strength and the efforts of
Lionel and Val Marshall are greatly appreciated. The quality of the end product
s beyond question and every effort has been made to prodiice a Journal of
high quality within a limited budget
1 have high hopes for the future with our increased services. We have an
excellent body of dedicated members, but we must seriously address the issue
of increasing members, in order that our Society can enjoy the standards of
service that economies of size offer.

Barry Davidson



Illawarra Rhododendron Park
— A 1992 Qverview

W. MEARNS

From the time when Gus Parrish, General Manager of Australian Iron and
Sleel wmapplmd!sdbyEbﬂS‘n!onemdBﬂllMﬂmsmlm and
granted fourteen acres on the north-sastern side of M. Keira
D o R Park  many chanm to the area and
development of the original concept have
In 1970 Sir lan
to sixty acres, A peppercorn rent has been paid :w:hyﬁrbul the smwm
has never interfered,
The interests of the llawarra Branch were safeguarded in the lease before the
‘was handed over to the State Recreation Department a few years ago.
mml master plan, which was drawn up in 1973, has been developed
sathat, by 1992, paths, lakes and barbeque areas give access to planting areas
throughout the Park.

Pathways have been paved with old furnace bricks donated by the Broken
Hill Propriety {which took over from A.LS.) and laid by members, aided by
a few trainees under the C.E.5. Trainee Scheme. The roadway to the lop
plateau section was stabilised using money from a Commonwealth Grant
1855 000) and the physical power of members and five unemployed persons
— again under the C.E.S. Scheme.

m sunm lily pond area avcrlnnk?d by the Gazebo Hill, whm the h"g

sa pupul&r place fnr w!dd.ln§ Indact there K weiom & wechind without
at least one weddin
The relatively new lm mmphbe with small Island, was completed with the
use of an §81 000 Commonwealth Grant. Water lillies were donated and seven
ducks brought in. Unfortunately foxes Found out about the ducks and only
e is left] However, there are a number of wild brown and wood ducks
enfoying the area. Apart from the foxes, the wallabies, kangaroos, wombats
and deer from the National Park south of Sydney have necessitated the
construction of protective fences. Not always successful for the purposel
The original barbeque area, with its distinctive Lord Howe Pandani keeping
watch over the barbeques, is still very popular but the larger, new barbeque
area above the lake is used by larger groups. Although the Park is only open
at weekends, these areas are well used by locals, and Garden Clubs use the
Park at other times by special arrangement.
wzm.g“.p.m.dhyspmmm,n-wm(m.g two Large concret
anks fed by two natural springs. In spite of this watering, good il

»



About two hundred Rhododendrans are being held, awaiting good rain before
planting. Anumbernf:pe-cns.\uluslu:hnvwﬂumh:p]:nmd
Approximately one thousand, five hundred (1500) Vireya Rhododendrons
were planted in 1957 on the slope of the north-western bank of the lake. In
1990 several hundred more were planted in the same area and, as walls are
constructed, more Vireyas new barbeque,
The older plinrmgpamnnwnl:ﬂu’ﬂhhdbed with some 6 ft high.
A new clearing o e octhern side o the ake and s complts
ma{Mlmoh:svrﬂ.lb:p]:nlfdalm\alkn orthern boundary
In the Camellia Garden, av!rygwdmlkmmuf&ntl]nshnbum
tended by the C; The Native Orchid Society
has attached Orchids to trees and rocks at Cedar Bend and in the Plateau
area. Unfortunately, the interest vas not maintained by the Australian Natives
Souuymth:mwhmllmbhﬂ\dﬁumhinmhwsmd:h{mhi
been taken over by bushland once again. The rain-orest area is also
:msumlyhnngu{md!d
‘There are many rare native trees in the Park — Rapinea, the red cedar Toona
um the Bangalow paln, the CabbageTree palm Livgions asiralis
tree ferns and some beautiful llawarra Flame trees — in fact one hundred
.mmy,w four dffcrent atives The Ml dofisopa —two from China
srowing well, as are the Saqlunm Californian red

o Calbrie
et ensii and the- Chinae wallows Chbelle chinanst are aso. well
established

Many different birds are enjoying thes trees. The local Bird Watchers’ Group
come aften and have identified eighty resident species pliss seventy migratory
species.

Avweekly ek party blpskeep weeds and excroaching romth at by, Fands
for the upkeep of the Park come from membership fees, weddings efc. and
from donations — a donation bvx)wl:mdctlﬂpkwﬂwﬂn

the majority of

ot e niow covered with shade cloth and enlarged, ssn!.llpwd

source of funds.

The future plans are ta cantinue the planting on Lake View Hill and around

the lake itself, with a Magnolia area along the Water Board fence on the

northern boundary.

Up the roadway, it is anticipated that we will plant groups of Rhododendrons

 frbably about ten to fiftsen plnis of varius hybrics, 50 hat people
ing up to the plateau area can not only enjoy the walk and the views

lowards the sea, but at the same time.
Around the lake there is sill quite a lot of landscaping 1o be carried out —
some has been done, but as always in a Park, much more is stil to be done.




An Expedition to China to see:
‘The King of Rhododendrons’

CRAIG CARROLL

In January, 1991, a party of horticulturalists, our host Ji Xiangsheng (who
we called Tony’ — from the Kunming Institute of Botany, Program Officer
for Foregn Affairs, recived permision from the Chinese Government for

Australians to travel to see the ‘giant Azalea’ - Rhododendron giganteint
var. protistum.

Tony spent some time organising the expedition and hired guides, fwo jeeps
and crfvers to take us o Jetow village i the Gasligong Mountaias, i
in Tengchong County of Yunnan Province of China.
Ourlmhm‘)l‘ﬁuﬁw fang Zenghong, also from the Kunming Institute,
‘was coming with us also, mum!hb[umhvmnw]munhehd

oo the gint Avalen’ i lower. He assured us that it should be Flowering
at this time of the year (late January),
The official party was Tony, Professor Yang Zenghong, four Australians
rarmely, Graenme Oke of Bomaderry N.5 W, Peter Terse of Yarnina Rare Plant
Nursery, Monbulk Victoria, Philip Woodbury of M. Kuringai N.5.W. and
mysef Craig Carrel of Baslkhare Hills N.5:W. [One other Asstraltan coud
not make the trip).
We et the city of Tengchong on Monday, 26th January, at 7.30 pm and drove
to a small village to spend the night, arriving at 10.30 pm at the hotel. We
booked in at the hotel and then went to have dinner — the village restaurant

fered

us of noodles and chis food that we had ever tasted.
The beer wasn't bad cither! After getting to bed at midnight we were up at
5.30 am and back restaurant for breakfast and more

Our group of eight were into the jeeps and on our way by 6 am. We travelled
on an extremely rough road for Uhe next 2V hours. Dart of the road was
washed amymwnhndledmurlnumspo(Onrhwlywepmlmiup
a Park Ranger, who was in charge of the Park. The village we arrived at was
very remote — this was to be the beginning of our trekking by foot.
We were the first forelgners to visit his village since the carly 1930's s0 we
considered ourselves very privileged.
At 9 am we began aur 20 kilametre walk with extra party members — two
iniciere o the ilage wer o ect an acktional Enioes, soul party 6. the
vealk were ten people (one driver chose not to come)
Graeme, the gides and mysel et o poe up e valley crossing the iy
logs and arrived at a 0am, Whilst
Waitng far the s af the party the man af the carpbe affereti m & bowl
of icewhich was most aceptable, W sarted af again, folowng aseean,
trekking up and down hillsides, through thickly forested areas seeing many
plants such as: Ardisia, Acer Davidi, Atalia chiresis, Green Pilea, Violets,

a




Schima trees, Ol trees, Clematis (covered with little white bells), Daphnes
" sweet scented, Ficus trees - large, Orchids - many varieties.
“The Rhododendron delivayi was just coming inta flower — the flowers were
bright red. Large trees of Michelia yunmanensis were all through the forests.
We stopped for lunch near some Hydrangeas and Viburnurms and after lunch
f through more farested areas, crossing two small landslides above
the stream, and then d , we our
first i The large 30cm X Lscm with
25 veins per leaf. We all thought we must be getting very close to the big
trees, the first one we found was about 20 metres in height, close by was a
biggger tree, 25-30 metres with two huge trunks and three huge branches off
the side of it — this tree certainly lives up to its name of 'King of
Rhododendrons’, It was indicated to the group that the Lree was over 500 years
old. We decided this was a great place to have our lunch! After lunch we
photographed the tree from every angle possible, each person having their
photograph taken in the tree branches, We were disappointed that the trec
was not in flower but we gathered as many seed pods a3 we could find to
take back to Australia.
We then had to walk the 20 kilometres back ta the village and did not arrive
back until 7.30pm to have dinmer and then drove back to Tengchong, arriving
at 1.30 am very exhausted but extremely satistied with our achievement.
During dinner e took the opportunity to thank Professor Zenghong, Tany,
the guides and drivers, far without their help this trip would not have been
possible.

A composie photeyraph o
R.giganteum prepared by
the Author.



Note:
Gearge Forrest, (Scotland 1873-1932), alone, introduced the incredible total
ies of Rhododen:

most prolific collector of plants the world has known. Because of the enormous
amount of seed he collected (45kg at a time) Large amounts ufplan!s could
be grown for rvaluahwn in the Royal Botanic Garden at Edinl
Expeditions by in Wester China were i 1917-19, 192122, 1924-25
and 1930-31, Sq:wmb!{ 1919 Forrest travelled to the Tm\gd-:llg area and
discovered the ‘Giant rded
the tallest 24 metres, lpnadov!rlzmralhdaprﬂunlzammwben
‘measured 1.5 metres from the ground. He col sced from these trees.
In March, 1921, on his way East from Burmw, Forrest detoured, seeking
specimens of Rhododendrons in full bloom. He was in fuck as he found large
stems with 15 to 20 large blooms each 6 to 7.5cm in length by 3.5 to Sem
in width. The colours were, quote, “deep crimsan or rose crimson shaded to
almost white at the base with a deep crimson blotch” unquote. There are two
areas where this specics has been discovered, Hetou in the South and Jietou

in the North. It was first described, in 1926, as Rhododendron giganteur and
has sine been reclamsifid 5 Rhododendion protistum var, giganteum,
It is documented that Farrest, in 1931, was intending to make one final mp
before reiing, to Hanto, ai the bead of the Shewii valley to photogra

lodendron giganteum and to saw a cross szmonnflhethld«stpinbf

bernmk to send home ta the Garden Museum. He died of heart failure on
6th January, 1932, a few kilometres from Tengchang and was buried there.

Author

Subscriptions
1992 - 1993

Annual Suba:npum\! for membership of the Australian
Rhododendron Soclety, (520 Australian) are due and payable on
st July.

The Rhododendron is included as a benefit of membership.
Subscriptions should be sent to the Branch Secuuryln your State
(as listed on the inside Front Cover of this issue). Overseas
mermbers should forward their payment to the Secretary of the
Victorian Branch, and include an additional $5 should they require
Air mail
Vietorian and Overseas members may pay by Cheque, Bank Draft,
Bankeard, Mastercard or Visa (users of the last three named must
include Card numbers in full, expiry date and Signature}.
PLEASE NOTE: Personal Cheques can not be accepted from
Overseas members due to the very high Australian Bank Fees.




Book Reviews

How to Identify Rhododendron and Azalea Problems.

First and foremost, this booklet, mulbytiww.nhngml State University,
US.A., tells that the uired k
nfm\ododmd:mplann,mtlkkywmlmdd-gmus
Stressed plants become susceptible to damage From insects and disease.
This i the main mescage of the pblation whih, then goes on o expsin
symptoms and causes of these problems, together wi preventative
measures.
mmmMrphmwhdzyMkmahmm¢m,
plus natural phenomena.

A highly kandhnn\r for the grower.
Available from the Librarian — Mrs. V. Marshall. P.O.A. Box 500, Brentford
Square, 3131 Victoria. (Cost $6.50 plus 52.00 p + p.

Rhododendrons with Camellias and Magnolias. 1992. No. 24 (R.H.S.)
‘The 1992 Royal Horticultural Society’s Year Bock is now available and
includes some very interesting items, inchuding the thirty-first supplement of
the International Rhododendron Register.

New Zealand has contributed several articles on Rhododendrons, Camellias
:ndeymhm Travelling to other parts of the world, we are treated to an
insight into 2 modern day Plant mers expedition in Sichuan with
E.G. Millas; ffvm here to B'hn'an with Stephen Fox, who describes some of
Ihe hazards ex.;mmoed in such remote areas.

Dr. Stephan Halfer mhuzgll,pmwhlmpununf’unﬁktymldrw
andDr, CullulahaﬁumSmlhld gives an expla often confusing
name changes which at times plague Rhodonendvon § mmm
‘There are several Book Reviews, including “The Proceedings of the Fourth

International Rhododendron Conference at Wollongong, N.S.W., 1988 (or
was it the FIFTH?).

‘The attractive front cover in soft green, with a copy of a painting of Magnolia
altissima, from Hortus Europae. Americamus 1767 complements this
informative publication.

Also available from the Librarian. (Cost $13.60 plus $1.10 p + p.

Rhododendron Portraits
by DM. van Gelderen and LR.P. \manepEmlh

ted 424 page containing 1144
Cu‘wrl’lihsﬁmudmmﬂlml}numal Cdﬁ('l‘ibk"stykpumni]

The various groupings of the genus are arranged according to a system that

resting progress i
hyhnrklnSubucumFuchspmsmd Tybrids,
“



The colour production is a fine example of the Art Printers’ skill. .e. the section

covering R, wakushimanun hybrids is outstandingly true to colour.

The 34 page preface cutlining the Sections and Subsections, and with references

ta the Colour Flates, is a valuable aid to identification and reference; at the

same time the book illustrates many hybrids which have been developed

overseas in recent times.

The book s i behalf of the Royal Bosk

— a prestigious plant organisation. The Author, DM van. Gcld.r.ﬂ:n rhn
proprietor of the renowned nursery “Firma C. Esveld”, Boskoop, and

LR.P. van Hoey Smith, the photographer, Director of the Trompenburg

Arboretum, Rotterdam, have produced a volume of outstanding note, which

would grace any Rhododendron enthusiast's library,

‘The publication is available from: Florilegium, 30 Cameron Street, BALMAIN,

N.S.W. 2041 (Cost $112.50, including p + p). Payment can be made by

heque, MasterCard, Visa or BankCard,

Sikkim-Himalayan Rhododendrons

by Udai C. Pradham and Sonam T. Lachungpa

‘The authors of *Siklim-Himalayan Rhododendrons” were born in tiny villages

in the Indian State of Sikkim.

Udai Chandra Pradham is a third ho grad

a Gold Medal from Allahabad Aylcultun] Institute in 1971, He s also the

founder of “The Himalayan Plant Journal".

Sonar Topden Lachungpa is a qualified Forester whose family fave been
last century. He was

Rhododendron habitats in NorthEast Sikkim, bo preserve the species.

The boak was published in West Bengal, India, in 1990 by Primulacea Bocks,

Theccnlennswcamuwm and complete taxonamic revision of the thirty

six species, induding several sub-species from this arca. There are fifty-nine

colour plates and fity-four botanical line drawings ilustrating the species,

including winter bul and leaf arrangements.

“Sikkim-Himalayan Rhododendrons” is the first handbook written on Sikkim
Rhododendrons by people actualy residing in their own, local area. But the
authors pay tribute to an

joseph Hooker, who discovered Rhododendrons in this area, and
introduced them as an important hortcultural plant, Ento the Westarn world.
A very useful and informative addition to any Rhododendron enthusiasts
reference library, it is edition of US$35
or US542.00 {Air mail), and in the Collector's edition, which is printed on
hand made paper with hand coloured plates, for US§335.00 by Registered
Air Mail, from: Primulaceae Books, Abhijit Villa, B.P.O. Ecchey,
(G-734301, West Bengal, I, by Bk Drait dravson Caleite,

V. Marshall




Registrations 1991-92

The following & o litng of Regitrtions submurfa‘ by the Ausralin
lant Registrar the Royal
Society during oo vear L

“Aida’s

Viea o of Rt  Rezoer Hybiidised and raisd by GL. Sl
y, Queen onald, Montrose, Victoria, Truss

10 2 v oo Yellow OHJ\aeCmu 155 (Vivid Yellow). Lobes —

Red Group 40C (Strong Reddish Orange). Height: 2m. First Hlowered 1989.

“Apricot Sun
Elzp:d.nrzhyhnduiklmukmnu % “Veta", Hybridized and raised by V. Boulter,
lter's Nursery, Olinda, v.mm Truss of
Cn‘m.lr- Omgecm.pzm(qm Yallnwuhﬁn.k} — Red Group
15 irong Pink), Heghis ot it Diwered 3
“Asthur Howells*
Lepidote hybrid of Ralicalyy, x Rfopnosun. Hybidied and raised by
A. Howells, Mt. Dandenong, Victoria. Registered by Victorian Branch Inc..
Austrlion Rhododandron Sety. Trum ob4 -5 ferss, Colos Red Ponple G
62A/C (Purplish Pink fadlng 10 near White). Height: 2m.

“Auburn Beauty”

Vieeya hybrid of R lstum . R christianse - Eumr' yﬁndmed and raised by

G.L. Snell, Malen , Queensand. Regitered by Ko mald, Montrose,
imma Truss of 5 - 7 florets. Colour: YEHWCWTZB t&rilhim{\'tﬂwb Lobes

Orange Group 158/Crange Graup 23A (Vivid Yellow), Height: 2
Fust lowered 1008, " G W
“Breathless”
Vireya b of Unkpoon X R heriogi, Rased by Gl Socl, Maleny.
G Regiaered uby RGm Maunédmnld Munlmit, VkluSra Truss of
. Cobn el 10C ) Tobard Group
27A (Light Yellowish Pink). Helght: 0.6m. Farst ey e
“Cakes and Ak’
thya hybﬂd of (R, lue!um X R.zoeileri “Golden Gate) X (Rzoeller x
R leucogigas| Hyim P Schick, U.S.A. Raised by CL Srell, Maleny,
Y Macdonald. Montrose, Victoria. Truss of 4 - 8
nngm-panBﬁnnngDum] wxs—nuw Orange
Grmp 13( (Light Orange Yellow). Height: Im. First flowered 198

“Catherine the Great”
Vireya hybrid of [ (R phasopephum X R.lochiar} X R.zoelleri] X R kumas
“Hunstein's Secret'. and ). fictoria.

by Ross Macdanald, Montrose, Victoria, Truss of 8 florers. Colour: leluw(}rw
2D Yellow Cmm(h'mlp (Ld\nGmth(Llun) Lobes — Red Group SSE
(Purplish Pink). Height: 1m. First flowered

“Channon Marie”
V!ﬂ'i hybrid of (R.leetum % R.macgregoriae) % R.zoeileri. Hybridized, raised
e e e
A S e
I’iC (Vivid Yellow). Height: 0.6m. First flowered 1 . "

“



“Chayya"

Vireya hybrid of "Pink Delight” X R.intranervatum F2. Hybridized, raised and

registered by Brian Clancy, Bentleigh, Victoria. Truss of & - 14 florels. Colour:
3D/ 55D) (Stron Fink) hading t Yllow Orarpe Croup 190 vellom

Group 11 (Pale Yellow). Height: 0.5m. First flowered 1988,

“Cinnamon P

vwanmdummaw Faiedand v by G.L. Snell, Maleny,
, Truss of 8- 15 Mlarets. Colour: Grou mcnmme

Dur\gc\'c\.lw) Lobes — Red Group 374 (smmmmml Helght: 2m

“Corinne Bmaltz
Elepidote hybrid of R houlsanll x “Van NH Sensation”, Hybridized and raised

:R:sd
FkOﬂm!wﬂuemth " Height: 3m. Fire flowered 1972

“Cyballe Bau
reya Iy hﬂd of [fpba'awplum x Rkvchme) ®_ R.leurogigas| »
oo, Vicoria R} EE e,
Mocdle, M

Rmm rum. Hybridized by |, Rouse, Tc
Queensland. Registered by Dot Victoria. Tr
nfl&fzams Cnlmr Orange Group 27D P Vehosih Pt Tisights 1. st

Elgpldme hybnd o Urkaown Paretage. Hybridied 2o e by V. Bouler,

Ringniood. Vitora Regitred by Douler's Nurery, Ol Vicoria Trsaof

10-12 florets. Colour: Ordr\ngrrllpi?C (ol Vel P Height: 1.5

First flowered

“Diamond Inbnlee’

Vireya hbeid of Rkonori X R zoaleri, Hybridized by G.L. Socl, Maleny,

e regitre by et Mo onais e Mantrose, Victoria, Truss

e Colons. \’dhwamupllC,"llB(Pik Yellow]. Lobes — Red Group

0B (Deep Pink). First flowered

“Doll Tsarsheet”
Vireya hybrid of R.Jochiee X (R.lochine X Rknmm) Hybridized by J. Rouse,
Toorak, Victoria. Raised and red by Ross Macdanald, Montrose, Victoria,

‘Truss of 5 -7 floress. Colour: Red Purple Group 588 (Strong Purplish Red), Height:
1m. First flowered 1989,

"Donvale Beauty”
Elepidote hybrid of R. yakushimamur: % “Guilt ybridized, v
rgiterdby . O Shasasy, Do, Vet Tussof 1t 18 Aot ol
mwcm..mc(amsp‘.m Pink]. Height: 1m. Firstflowered 1979,
"a on

wbrid of R, zoelleri (Mt. Hagen form)  R.eucogigas “Hunstein's Secret”.
Hyhddwb_rl Reoese Tocrak, Vietoia: Rased ank rssatred by L - Cooven,

l'lEfC (Fa.le Ycl]uw) Hel

“Eureka Gold"
Vireya 5 R Selected, raised and mtmd
iy ol i, b aprr il i o-mgompuc

Wmd ellon). Lobes — Orange Group 36 (trons Cranee

a7



“Fabergé's Fgg"™
Vireys bybeid of (R ingranersatans ¢ Tk Delght') x Rsvanicun. Rased by
G.L. Snell, Maleny, Queensland. Registered by Ross Macdonald, Mantrose.
Victorla. Truss of 10 - 14 floret. Coloar: Yellow Orange Group 294 (Briant
Yellow). Helght: 1m. First flowered 1989.

innegan’s Rainbow”

Vireya hybrid of Rjastion % Rzoelleri, Hybridized and raised by G.L. Snell,

Maleny, . Registered by Ross Macdonald. Montrose, Victoria. Truss

of 5. ¥ Harets. Colours Yellow Orangs Group JSARIC (Vi Yellow). Lobes

— Orange Red Geoup 308 (Vivid Reddish Orange) Height: 2m. First flowered

Fragrant Lorraine”

Evergreen Azalea hybrid of “Harry Van de Vent” X Unknown. Hybridized,raisod
D). Dosser, Waburion Emt Vi, Trus of v, Colour:

Wit with Green fluh and ptalokdes. Heights 1m. Fis Pewrered 1

“Glen Beacon™

Elepldote ybeid of Glen Glow 3 Rearboreun Beaneltsfora. Hybiidied,

raised and reglstered by A, , The Patch, Victoria. Truss of 24 - 26 florets
CnleredGmupﬁl!tSm i} Black spots. Height: 2m. First flowered 1980.
“Glen Pagoda”

Elepidote hybrid of “Led:

Zuiderzs Hybridize, aled and regitred by

B, Rager, The Pt Vicvris Toums ot 10, 2 Boees, oo Yoo Group

10D (Pl Grecaich Yelow] with Red fush on Lobe edgs. Helght .5 Frs
lowered 1980,

“Gossamer White”

Vireya hybrid of X R Iaetum, Hybridieed, ra stered
by Maleny, Queensland. Truss of 5 - elw:ucmmr Ys-llaw wmm
Group 158D (Yellawish White). Height: 1.5m. First Aowered 1982,

“Grace Patterson”

Elegidote hybrid of "Marion” x Unknown, Fybridized and raised by P. Dowsaa.

istered by Enhlb!k’annrry Olinda, Victaria. Truss of 20 - 25 florets. Cﬂ]um
Group 65C (Pale Purplish Pink) fading to near White, Height: 2

First flowered 1976,

“Green wi

Vireya I\y'bnd o “Gardeia” Telaetun X Rargeranam. Hylridied
G.L. Snell, Maleny, Queensland. Raised and registered by Ross Macdonald,
Viontroe, Vicims. Tooe ot 10.- 15 foren Cobone, el Grvu'p (Light
Greenish Yellow). Labes — Yellow group 10C (Light Yellow), Height: 1.2m. First
flowered 1991,

“Heatherdale™
Elpidots bybiid of “Masien” x Van N Sezsli Hybw\dmud and aied by

by Boulter's Nursery, Ol
Yoo ol Hores. Lol R:dnnyhcluup&cfva‘?ﬂrr\lrpkj bnbti
— Purple Group 75A/B. (Light Purple). Height: Zm, First fowered 197¢
“Headre"
Vireys rid of “Acthars Choloe: X Rurigitioun var. urightanun,
Hybridized, raised and registered by Brian Clancy, Bentleigh, Victoria. Truss of
3 it florets. Coloar: Red Gwpﬂp{&wnsﬁz‘d{:{ Height: 0.36m. First flowered

Country Weddi
v hybrid of | (R. xﬁiﬁ) Rleu icogigas) X R laetum
Hybrdized by |- REE{:“’ ok, Victoria, Rabed by G1. Snell, Maleoy,

]



Queensland. Registersd by Ross Macdonald, Montrose, Victoria Tnmn{? o
Colour: Yellow u_smmm} Lobes — Red Group 550 (Strong
Purplish Pink). Height: 2m. F!.rsl flowered 1

“Highland Fair
Viey b !-y'hnd of (R phavopepkm X Rlochiac) X Risoeller. Hbridied by

Toorak, Victoria. Raised and GL. Snell, Maleny,
Cimatind, Tk of § florets. Colowr, Red Group 36C/37C ikt “Yellowish
Flak). Quter: R GmnpSMfsm'msRui), Tnner; 36C (Light Yellowish
Pink). Height: 1.5m. First fowered

“Hip-Hig-Hurrah"
Vireyshyerdof (D, B, Sleumer” X R heeogi) (R ogun X Reaurgranur.

e by Rt ook, Vicors Registered_ by Ros
M.ndun:\d V]mm’le Victoria. Truss of 9 - llﬂurﬂi Colour: Red Group 52C
(Deep Pink). Height: 1.5m, First flowered 1986,

“Innuendo™
Vireya bybrid of Rnaliseruiarn X Wable B, Fibrdaed by 1, Rouse,
Toorak, Victoria. Raised and registered by Rﬂ.-de lontrose, Victoria.

Truss of 12 - 16 florets. Colour: thmeupuD tPa\rVe'I.Iw) Lobes —
Group 49A. (Strong Pink). Height: 1m. First Rowered

“Jare Walker"
lesdone tyrid o R uapnicen x R wcabewns Fbedied by Pubas
R diten o Tron, N2 Mt o e o i B

Regilmd N. Sullivan, Burnie, Tasmania. Truse of 22 flofets, Cnluur Yzlluw
mﬁwc U‘«Yeﬂow) Lobe edge: Red Group 54C (Steong Pink). Height: 1.3m.

“Jean Porte
Hepidor bybridof ‘Midhight  “Udeala”. Hybeidizd, rised and v
¢ . Sullvan, Barnie, Tasmania. Truseof 16 Bores. Coloe: Red Purp
64D (Deep Purplish Pink) to Red Greup 36D (Pale Yellowish Pink). Hn,in g
First flowered 1990,

“Jolly
Vireya e of Rlescopiges Hansii'e Secre” 3 | (& phacopepiun
Rlockine)  Raoeler. Hyb nd.u.ai by . Rovse, Toorak, Victori. Rased by

L. Snell, Maleny, land, Registered by Ross Macdonald, Monl
Victoria. Truss of 7- mrlmeu Colour: Rmd&m:pm[slm YzlLuwui:l’inH
Lobe edge: Red Groap 454 (Vivid Red). Height! 1.5m. First Bawered 1989,

“Kaleidascoy
Vireys hbrd of Rikonori x Rehristinae P2, Hybridzsd and rased by

vy, Queensland. ér Macdoaald, Montrose,
Victoria. Trunolb 9 Horets, Colour: Y!ﬂ.uw mupllc (Pale Yellow). Lobes
— Yellow Group 4D (Pale Yellow Green). Height: 1m, First Howered 1989,

“Kiandra”

Virea bybrd ol Raoeler “dland Sber” X R brogkoanu, Hytridived,ried
and registered by B V(Ian- Truss of 7- 1 florets. Colour:
e e 08 e R Height: 0.6m. Firt Howered 1982.

ra Matthews”
Htpldn{! )uybm of Reirroratum X “Caronation Day”. Hybridized, raised and
by N. Sullivan, Burnie, Tasmania. Truss of 12 florets. Colour: White
o Palest eliow fush: Height: 1.5m. First fowered 1990

@



wrel Clarke
Ele idote mm Unkaown Parent bridized and raised
oyt ety ol B Mooy, i, Vit T of
e Cntnur iy Coouy 8 [5vey Porpian P, Eeig: e
First flowered 1977.

Sandy”

ng.d brid of "Cup Day “. Hybridized, raised and

regist md'g? i up al{qnmnfa‘l lenna Truss of 12 flarets, Colour:

Yellow Grou i (e elow Gromn) Spoting: e Growp $38 (Srong Red)
Feight 1m. Firet Fowered 1950,

Eg hybﬁd of “Van Nes Sensation” X “Bells of Lockingten”. Hybridized

and registered by F.R. Waghom. Box Hill North, Victoria. Raised by

HL L Avopelegh, Victri, Trusof 10- 12 florts, Colous Red Gro

sem o Purplsh Pk Lobes ~— Red Purple Group 654 (Moderate PurpLan

ink). Helght: 1.3m, First fowered 188,

“Lucifer's Blush”

Virera, hybiid of Riastums 3 Unkoown. Raised by GL. Seell, Mlny,
. Registered by Ross Macdonald, Montrase, Victoria. Truss of 6 - 10

Horets. Cploln er Group 41C (Moderate Reddish Orange). Height: 2m. First

Flowered 1588.

“Marcus of Lockington”

wmhmuw " Hybridized, raised and
Dosser, wmm Ean, icrore. Toum of 13- 38 Florets.

ooy Whmzﬂmup]iic( ish White). Lobes — Red Purple Group 62C

{Light Purplish Pink). Height 0.7m. First flowered 1991

“Mamie”
Bepkdcke hybetd of Mo, CB. Yan Nt 3 “Mlostroms’, Hybiilaed by
by T

an, Burnie, Tasma rets,

Fueple Group 610/D) {Deep Pmpu;h k). }ugm T Pt Flmered 1590

“Mauve Bouquet”

Hlepkiste bbeid of sk Parentags Vybébdind o s by ¥, B
wood, Victoria. Registered by Boulker's Nursery, Ofinda, Victoria_ Truss of

30-13florets. Colour: m@km“psmhxnmb] Height: 2m. First floweres]

“Mistress Sue”
Vireya hybrid of R leu Hunstein's Secret” % R.lochias. Hybridized by
] Rouse, Toarak, Victoria. Raised and registesed by Ross Macdonald, Montrose,

Victoria, Truss of 5 - 9 florets. Calour: Red Purple Group 56D (Deep Purplish
Pmk) Hgdn 1m. First flowered 1959,

ﬂ!pdd.mhybrldai “Alping Glow" X Rirroratum “Polka Dot”, Hybridized and
ssgsterd by N Sllivan, Bomie, Tasmanin. R by A, & E, Wonks, Rdly.

Tasmarda, Trus of 13 florets Colour, Whte with rod dors on cente peal.

1m. First flowered 1991,

“Olinda Early Surprise” . .
Bepkdots byieid of Rleionnl ¢ Mllcar. By ridized raised by
‘National Rhododendron

langi, Vi
Offinda, Vietoria. Truss of 20 - - 28 floreh: Colour Red Purple Group 588 (Strong
Purplish red). Height: 1m. First flowered 1976.

£



“Olinda Ruby”

Be lote of "Nobleanum™ x Curnulm" bndlmdandmsed by
. Victoria, Registered by Boy lussery, Olinda, Victoria

TruisuilS Zﬂﬂml Colour: Red Group 538 [Slrm Red). Phwgbl 1.2m. First

”Phu.r\um Blonde™

Virspa kybidof I fotuon X st wm;,r Hy by G.L. Snell, Maleny,
registersd Victorla. Truss

£ 6-9 florets. Colour: Y;llnw(]roup'l:!h (Vivid Yellow). Lobes — tingsd Red.

Height: 2m. First flowered 1t

“Poet Laureate”

Vmahybrldli("[!r H. Sleumer” % R.herzogif) X (R.lastum X R.

ized by J. Rouse, Toorak, Viciria, Raied snd regmaopea by, o

ald, Montrose, Victoria. Truss of 16 - 18 orets, Colour: Yellow White
Group 1588 (Pale Yeliow). Lobes — Red Group 495 (Moderate Pik. Hght
‘Im. First flowered 194

Vl.rzyahylmdwf "Dr. H. Sleumer” x R konwril. Raised by G.L. Snell, Maleny,
Queensiznd. Regitarad by Ross Macdonald, Monirsse Vicora, Tras of 3 6
florets. Colour: Yellow Green Group 134B (Beilliant Yellow Green!. Lobes — Red
Group 494 (Strong Pink). Height: 0.5m. First flewered 1990.

“Rich Amber”
Vireya hybrid of (R lactum 3 R_zolleri) X (R.zoellerl % R.leucogs : Hytridi
by G Snell, Maleny, Quersl e Ralndmdmgmmdby Row Maconald
ictoria. Truss of 5 - & flor
rEzJ labw—vﬂhwompcwupzm Vivi E(x»mm vmw.) Hn;'hl

Scm::hbﬂm White"
Viseya bybid - probably & Natural hybrd. Slested, aied and

Moty Cumnsland, Tnenrof 8- 12 Bohn, Cosoars W ot
TR P Vet o s o oy A o

“Seveet Ama
Vvtﬂbybndod “Dr. H. Sleamer” x R.herzogi) X (R laetuem  R.aurigerarmim)
Raised and registared by G.L. Snell, Maleny. Queensiand. Truss of 5 -8 farets.
Golour, Yallow: Group 11C (Pl Yallow). Lobes ~ Fod Groap 35C (Moderte
Yellowish Pink). Height: 2m.

“Thief of Hearty”

ey bykd o Rlochise R spltariv, Hybridized by G.L. Sl Malery,

Ross Jd, Mentrose

Queensland. Raised egitered by jonal Wictoria.
;‘f':“iﬁnemb Colour; Red Group 55A (Deep Purplish Pink). Height: llm.
wered

“Tinkerbell's Fight”
Uieeys hybrdof R lorantflorun R ot Raieed by G L. Soell, Malery,

Qmem[and red by d, Mantrose, Victoria, Truss of 7 - 11
d\wer 11C[F‘ﬂ.e\‘dlnn} Lvtas Red Group 36D/38C
EL-gm Yd\u\lud\ Pink). HeJu 1en. Fisst fowered 1989,

“Tops

Vma hvhmi of [ (R.phacopeplem % R lochiae) % R leucogigas) X R.zoelleri,
red by Row Macdenald, Monirose, Victori. Triss of 1115

v ot e W o 1p 158A (Pale Yellow). Lobes — White.

m, First lowered 1991.

st



“Tosca's Kiss”

V\Nya Tybrid of R.leucoy “Hunsteln's Secret” X | plun *
lochiae) X R.zosllen]. Hyhidmbyl Rouse, Toorak. Vncmr!.i ised and

reatre by Ry aeiona Motoge . Vicota, Trissof & o, Colovr:

Grey Yellow Group 162B (Moderate Yr]low] ~ Red Graup 53C (Strong

Red). Helght: 2m. First flowered 1989,

“Tropic Splendour”

Virera fbrid of “Simins Supset” % R.soeller “Iland Sunse”, Hybeldzed

G.L. Snell, Maleny, Queensland. Raised and registered by Ross Maedonald,
Bhotrose, Vickori. Tnmn 10 florets. Colour: Yellow Orange Group Z1A/B

(Vivid Orange Yellow). Lebes — Orange Red Group 328 (Strong Recidish Orange).

Height: 1.5m. First lowered 1991,

V!mm:.u Maureen'

a hybrid of (R.christianae X Rlochise) X R.zoellori Irian Jaya form,

‘Hybridized, raived and registered by Beian Clancy, Bentleigh, Victoria. Truss of
7 floves, Colour Whie Group 1558 (Yellowih Wi Vellow Gm..pm (Pale

Yvﬂanrﬂl) Lbe edg: R Group 408 (Vivid Reddish Crange). Hetghs 06m.

"Whnu Gum

R keamorii. Selected, raised and registored by L A. Craven, Melba.
hpac sadi it Colour. Orange White Group 159C/D (Pale Yellowish
ng:. Labes — White Group 155D {Yellowish White). Height: 1.3m. First flowered

“Zoe Elloise”
Vr:yx}vykmduf"br H. Slzum X R.zoelleri Michael Black form. Hybridized,
raised and registered incy, Bentleigh, Victoria, Truss of 6 - 13 florets.

Colour: ‘Iel]ermu iBISDfL;;h:Gmmxh Yellow). Lobes — Red Group 41C
Moderate &: t: 0.6m. First ﬂvwzmd 1986.

ERRATA
Registrations 1990 - 1991
E:I:ez “Lovely”, "Pennywhistle” and “Personality” — the Reglstrations should

“Lovey”

Vireya hybrid of R.konori % | (R.phacopepium % R.lockiae) % R.zceller].

Hybridine by . Howse, Toorsk. Victoi. Rase and regitesd by G G Soell
vy Chmerlang, T of B lrws, Cobons Folos Cooug 1 Veey Pt

el o Ko Croup 56 Pl Vive Pk, Fght: 2. Fist ercd

“Pmm’whi

Vireya hybrid mf  Rmacgregorion % R-bagaboraam. Hybelized by ). Rouse,
Toorak, Victoria, by G L Snell, Maleny, Queensland. Truss
n!s Silorets, Colour: Oringt 288 (Orange). Helght: 0.&m. First flowered

Ptrsu

Yirers l\ybch of | (R phacopeplum X R.lochiae] % R.zeclieri] X R.konorii
Hybridad by . Roue, Toorak Vicorts, Raised by G Srel, Malen,
Queensland, Registered by Ross Macdenald, Mentrose, Victoria, Truss of 5
cm:;lu Red EmhpglA(Erhmm)hdmgm Red Group 518 [Deep Rose L
5, First flowered 1990.

The Australlan Rhododendran Society Plant Registear, Mr. F.R. Waghorn,
0 Dunloe Avene, Bos Fll North, 3126, Victoris, should be coniacted it the
first instance by persans sesking to register plants in the genus Rhododendron.
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