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President’s Musings
What is a garden?
According to my Concise Oxford Dictionary, a garden is “a piece of ground devoted to growing
flowers, fruit or vegetables”. This definition is soulless but that is all that it is, a definition not a
description.
No matter how large or how small, perhaps only one pot, a garden holds the emotion of its owner.
Joy, amazement, satisfaction, happiness, pride, sadness, frustration, disappointment and always the
desire to succeed once more. The garden can be a way to keep both physically and mentally fit.
Mentally? There are many mysteries to be solved in a garden, such as why plants don’t thrive. Is the
soil texture right, the pH; good bug or bad bug; is the soil too wet, too dry; is it a weed or a rare
plant?
Physically? Obviously digging, hoeing and planting; pruning and lopping; dragging and carrying;
pushing the wheelbarrow; turning the compost and for some mowing a lawn.
Then for all the hard work we have the satisfaction of picking fruit or vegetables, even flowers and
also just enjoying the serenity, the birds and the bees, the butterflies and sometimes friends.
Knowledge and skill are requirements for developing a garden. Knowledge is developing but my skill
level is only just starting. I’m hoping and am confident that our P2G2 [propagating and growing
group] will help. The group is certainly fun and there is a lot of information passed around. If you
are interested in participating let me know.
Recently we have had some really exciting talks. In May, Chris Brodie spoke about how his work
with the Botanic Gardens Herbarium related to his work with intrusive weeds. This month we will
hear about our wonderful birds of the Adelaide Hills.
Keep warm, enjoy your garden and I’ll see you on Tuesday 20th.
Olivera Waterman

Last Meeting
Rob Hatcher introduced the guest speaker Tony Kallenos, the former Head of Cultural Collections at
the Museum of Economic Botany and currently the Director of Carrick Hill. Tony touched on his
various and wide-ranging exhibitions at the Museum. He then went on to cover the exhibitions past
and future and renovations planned at Carrick Hill Estate.

Next Meeting
This will be held at the RSL Hall, Stirling, on Tuesday, July 20th at 7.30pm. Our guest speaker will be
Andrew Black – Birds in the Adelaide Hills.
The remainder of the Australian Hybrid rhododendrons will be available at $15.00 through the pot
luck stall. There will also be some of the Toolangi plants including azaleas, as well as the usual mix
of companion plants.
Please remember to bring something for the “pot Luck
Stall”. Friends and new members are always welcome.

Bloom of the Month – Boulter’s Winter Beauty

From the Propagating bench

by Richard Illman

Maple Grafting Workshops 2021
Richard will offer grafting workshops to members of the society
again this year. In previous years, members who attended have
grafted maples and these can be attempted again but also there will
be the opportunity to try medlars, ginkgos, flowering cherries, crab
apples and even rhododendrons. The workshops are usually run with
about 4 people and occur on a variety of dates throughout August. If
members are interested, please let Richard know (0412 222 567 or at
linwood4574@icloud.com ) so that dates can be suggested. He also needs to know if members are
bringing their own rootstock or if they need to be sourced (minimal cost). Remember those
seedling palmatum maples that self-sow in gardens can be dug in winter and are very suitable for
grafting if they are pencil thickness or greater. Members may prefer to speak to Richard and
register their interest at the July meeting.
Members who have attended in the past are most welcome to come again and plants that did not
graft successfully can be re-used.
A range of maples, including upright and standard varieties will be available for members to graft.

Gardening Tasks for this month
Hard wood cuttings taken in winter: Hydrangeas, Fuchsias, Philadelphus, Berberis, flowering
currant, Weigela, Viburnum, rose and apple root stock.
Frost Prevention: Many of our prize plants can be affected by frost. Vireyas, Clivia, ferns, and many
annuals such as Cinerarias are just a few. We have mentioned “Wiltnot” as a product that can be
used to protect against hot weather but it is also useful as frost protection. If there is a forecast of
fine cold weather there is an increased probability for frost and plants can be protected if they are
sprayed with the Wiltnot a couple of days before. Wiltnot can be obtained through garden centres
and some Mitre 10 stores. It may be sold as an anti-transpirant, rather than a frost protector.
Fungal Prevention: At this time of year it is useful to pre-empt curl leaf on stone fruit by spraying
every month with a copper based spray such as liquid copper. This form of copper tends to adhere
to the bark much better than normal Bordeaux (copper oxychloride). Azaleas can also suffer from
Azalea petal blight, a fungal disease, that can be treated with Bayleton or Copper based fungicides.

Curl leaf

Azalea petal blight

Citrus gall wasp: This insect attacks all citrus plants, and unless controlled, will cause the plant to
deteriorate. Covering the tree with insect standard netting will help prevent the insect entry and
spraying with eco oil will deter them. Remember to remove the netting when bees need to
pollinate the flowers. Galls can also be successfully cut open with a vegetable peeler. The larvae will
then die.
Fertilising Rhododendrons & Azaleas: Early winter is a good time to fertilise your acid loving plants.
The recommended fertiliser is Neutrog’s Kahoona.

Useful resource
If you have not come across Marc Colombel’s Rhododendron site http://www.rhodophiles.com/ it
is definitely worth checking. Marc has been developing this site with ‘all about rhododendrons’
practical knowledge and it is promising to be a wonderful resource.
When you have some time look at this site and use ‘fast navigation’ to explore the files on how to
do things and some of the pictures.

What’s blooming this month

Luculia ‘Pink Spice’

Luculia gratissima

Brunnera like shaded woodland positions with
charming Gypsophlia like blue flowers in late
winter and early spring.

Bromeliad

Arisaema vulgaris

Azalea ‘Schryderi’

Rhododendron ‘Seta’

Vireya ‘Apassionata’

Azalea ‘Autumn Ruby’

Camellia japonica

Rhododendron ‘Christmas Cheer’

Tibouchina urvilleana

The Orley Project

by Kristina and Milton Bowman

Kristina and I have recently moved house but the new house needs some significant renovation.
There is a beautiful old Rhododendron ‘Broughtonii’ that is 4M tall and is right where some changes
are needed. Our options are to cut down and destroy the plant or attempt to move it to a better
location. After much discussion and advice from friends, we have decided to move it.
Our plan is to reduce the canopy over the next week or two, and to trench around the root ball.
Whilst this happens we will prepare the new site using Blueberry Mix incorporated into the existing
soil which will be built up to accommodate the root ball and to ensure good drainage. We want the
old plant to have the best chance of prospering.
The new site should be very good; there are some small rhododendrons there already. There will be
good light during the day, but the deciduous trees will protect it from the hot afternoon sun in
summer. The winter light will not be obstructed.
We will report to the newsletter each month or so with pictures of progress, and will faithfully
document the project whether there is success or failure. We have moved 2m rhododendrons
before, but this one is several magnitudes of size bigger.

The current site

The new site

Milton and Kristina Bowman

Notice Board
Members SUBSCRIPTIONS are NOW DUE
Dear Members,
Subscription Notice for the year ended 30th June 2021 and it is time to renew your membership.
It is important that when you make payment of your subscription, you provide me with the form
attached to the newsletter.
If using electronic funds transfer (EFT), please ensure you give your name as a reference.
I look forward receiving your subs in timely manner.
Sue Beckoff
Treasurer

Neutrog Winter/Spring orders
Members will have received an email from Neutrog detailing the
procedure for ordering Neutrog products for Winter/Spring. This
offer, which occurs four times a year is a real benefit to members as
the prices are well below retail prices. Don’t forget to submit your
orders before the due date.

