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Our Thank-you To Burnie Emu Bay Lions

The sun was shining, the morning tea was scrumptious and lots of people turned up on
Wednesday February 24th to say thank-you to Burnie Emu Bay Lions Club for our new
people mover!

Thursday 18th March
Social Get Together
EVRG 10am

Calendar

Tuesday 23rd March
Hearing Bus
At EVRG 10am-2pm
See us at: emuvalleyrhodo.com

Saturday 17th April
Autumn Spectacular
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General Manager’s Report
FORTY YEARS
THAT’S RIGHT

And No, the last newsletter was not a mistake!
So many people have said to me how wonderful it is that Emu Valley is celebrating its 40th birthday this year. Well,
again from the February newsletter!! Let’s whet your appetite a bit more.
Whetting the Appetite
Saturday 17 April —Autumn Spectacular note change of date
Suggestions for a raffle — please let me know
Saturday 16 & Sunday 17 October — Spring Festival
Sunday 7 November — 40th Birthday Celebration for members and volunteers — Tickets will go on sale in May. It
is anyone’s guess what COVID restrictions might look like by November. Presently our Function Room is limited
to 50 people which I imagine will not be enough for the number wanting to come. We are looking at how this might
be managed and still hold a function at the garden
Saturday 13 November — Family Day celebrating all that is EVRG
Calendar — Thanks to the hard work by Catherine Jones and Heather Walmsley a 2022 calendar will be happening.
The target is September to have these for sale with members and volunteers getting first opportunity
On the drawing board

Harp Concert

Art & Sculpture Competition

Presentation / talk on Everything Japan — possibly Saturday 17 July
A Fun Working Bee Day - UTAS Day of Community Service
On Saturday 20 February a group from the Burnie campus volunteered their time to do some much-needed weeding
and clearing up. It was very much appreciated and a great tick for the Uni. They even supplied the meat for the barbecue. As usual our catering team outdid themselves with the salads etc.
Beth Lockett’s potato bake was a hit! Geoff — geoffreywood@me.com /// 0427 722060

Some of the Uni Gang and EVRG Team. And no - that’s not my can of coke!
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Around the Garden
As summer comes to an end (what summer I hear many of you say), there has still been plenty to do
around the garden and with ongoing jobs, there is always a need for more volunteers. Not everyone
was born with a green thumb, but the tasks in which we are needing more hands-on with, involves
things like brush cutting, track maintenance, new ideas for landscaping, retaining walls and gabion
basket making. Then of course there’s the weeding and upkeep of the overall garden. If there is a particular spot or
country that you love to visit and think that you might have a bit of spare time every now and then, we would love
to hear from you.
Here’s some exciting news that has been in the pipeline since July 2019, and now I would like to let you all know
that we have been lucky enough to receive a donation which will add extra interest as well as colour to our Japanese
section this coming season. Vice-President of Camellia Ark Inc – Neil Mitchell offered EVRG a chance to grow and
display rare and important cultivars of camellias as well as other related genera. The mission of Camellia Ark is “..to
conserve, for Australian gardens, rare and endangered species and cultivars of the genus Camellia and other plants
of the family Theaceae.”
The Ark strives to preserve the diversity of camellias in cultivation in this country, so it is part of its mission to support public collections. Camellia Ark has members in many areas of Australia but has less of a footprint in Tasmania
which is a pity considering northern and north western Tasmania are ideal for growing camellias. The Camellia Ark
wanted to donate some Japanese camellias to the Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden with the aim of preserving
rare cultivars in public collections. I am looking forward to planting these out this Autumn and would love to take
cuttings from them as well. Thank you again to all involved with Camellia Ark, your donation is greatly appreciated
and we look forward to working with you again in the near future. For more information about the Camellia Ark,
please see http://www.camelliaark.org.au/
Just a quick run down on a few jobs to do now it’s autumn:

Autumn is a great time to feed the lawn or repair those patches while the soil is still warm. Use slow release
lawn food and grass seed where needed.

Sow sweet peas on St. Patricks Day (17th March) next to a sunny fence line

This is a good time to divide and plant perennials

Prepare bulb beds now by digging in old compost and add some bulb fertiliser before planting.
Coming soon….. keep an eye out around the garden for our soon to be built compost bays!
Happy gardening, Neet

Regular visitors the Ghost Club
dropped in for lunch with their
exquisite vehicles on March 11th.
The Club not only enjoyed the
Garden's fine foods and a guided
tour of our beautiful surrounds, but
were also treated to a poetry reading
from our own Pete Stratford.
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In the Garden recently. Photo from Pete Stratford.

New Members
A warm welcome to new members Janet Robson, Rumiko Young, Blake Nolan, Melissa Knight, Dennis Millar,
Lauren Burford, Jye Crosswell, Lynne Dutton, Eric Tommey, Margy Mikhaiel, Robyn Townsend, Jarrod Boys, Emim
Doig, Kahl Kaine, Maggie Harris and David Smith.

Fellowship Coffee Morning
Following the success of the coffee morning held on 15 February it was decided at the social get together on Sunday
28 February, to mix and match future get togethers — weekdays and some Sundays throughout the year.
The next day will be at the garden on Thursday 18 March starting at 10am. We are trying to make these days
inclusive social get togethers for all volunteers and members to get to know each other —- everyone is welcome.
Any questions please feel free to contact me on 042 3784 431

Marilyn van Druten

Membership Fees -The Lifeline
For those who have missed paying their 2020/2021 membership Fees these can be paid by direct deposit, cheque or
at the Tea Room. If paying by direct deposit please reference this by putting your first initial, surname and the word
‘membership’.
Bank Details are BSB: 067-400
ACC: 28047242
Single $30 // Double $50 and Family $100
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EVRG sponsor Hearing Australia will be at the garden on Tuesday 23 March offering free hearing checks with those
taking up the offer getting half price entry.

On The Employment Front
At its February meeting EVRG’s Board of Directors accepted a proposal put forward to employ two people
under the Horticulture umbrella. This is somewhat of a risk in that we are in uncertain times and visitor numbers
are still low and that it will be some time before the much needed cruise ships return. Prior to going to the Board
the proposal was agreed to at Horticulture, Infrastructure and Management Team meetings.
In October of last year Joshua Duncan came to us through the Disability Employment Agency EPIC. Josh
recently turned 21 and it was a great birthday present to be able to offer him a position. He will initially be
working two days per week —- congratulations Josh!
A permanent part time person will be employed to perform much needed duties such as brush cutting, weeding,
rubbish removal and assisting Juanita throughout the garden with irrigation. The position description and interview format is being worked on. The hours will most probably start at 20 per week. An employment agency will
assist with seeking applicants and all going well the interview process will commence in April. For further information please contact Geoff. Both positions will be subject to review after six months to decide if we can
financially continue with them.

Autumn in the Garden. Lindera obtusiloba on the left, and Pistacia chinensis on the right.
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Rhododendron fulvum ssp. fulvum
Many years ago I was being shown around a garden in Victoria and as we walked down a path cut into the side of the
garden we walked under a row of rhododendrons planted on
the topside, the view upwards of the cinnamon indumentum
was wonderful. These plants were R. fulvum.
R. fulvum was first collected by Forrest in August 1912 on
the western side of the Shweli-Salwin Divide west Yunnan.
Other plant hunters were to collect it in eastern Tibet, southwest Sichuan and northeast Burma growing in birch, bamboo
thickets and on rocky slopes.
The species is very variable in height and growth as can be seen at E.V.R.G with one plant thirty five years old
and still under one metre high and spreading while others are forming large upright bushes, it is these bushes
that show off the beautiful suede-like cinnamon indumentum on the underside of the large leaves.
The white or pink flowers usually with a dark purple blotch are produced in abundance mid October and
complement the dark green leaves and beautiful indumentum, all in all a wonderful addition to our garden.
Maurie

The Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden is proudly sponsored by:

Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden Inc.
PO Box U33 Upper Burnie, Tasmania 7320
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