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Calling ARSV members to post on our Facebook page 

My	 plant	 of	 R.	 baenitzianum	 came	
from	 Bill	 Taylor’s	 garden	 and	 was	
given	 to	me	 by	Murray	McAlister	 as	
we	were	 clearing	 some	 of	 his	 plants	
after	Bill	was	admitted	to	hospital.	 It	
was	a	small	plant	in	a	small	pot.	It	has	
grown	longer	but	is	very	reluctant	to	
branch	 and	 so	 propagation	 is	 slow.	
There	 is	 still	 one,	 not	 very	happy,	 in	
the	 Vireya	 House	 but	 I	 have	 not	
managed	 to	 get	 any	 others	 to	 keep	
going.	 The	 flower	 is	 not	 particularly	
unusual	but	the	individual	florets	are	
big.		

It’s	natural	range	is	the	mountains	of	
New	Guinea	where	it	grows	as	a	small	
terrestrial		shrub.	
Cheers	
John	O’Hara	

Rhododendron baenitzianum 

HELLO	all	ARSV	members,	how	are	your	rhododendrons	growing?	It’s	been	a	great	growing	season,	almost	weekly	
rain	followed	by	warm,	not	hot,	weather.		Which	brings	me	to	ask	members	to	get	involved	in	posting	on	the	ARS	
Facebook	and	Instagram	pages.	All	our	members	would	be	interested	to	see	your	gardens,	hear	your	comments	and	
also	share	knowledge	on	identification	and	specific	cultivation	issues	related	to	your	particular	climatic	conditions.	
BASIC	REQUIREMENTS:	Do	you	have	a	smart	phone?	Do	you	take	pictures	of	your	rhododendrons,	your	gardens	and	
other	interesting	plants	with	your	phone?	Do	you	have	a	Facebook	account?	If	yes	to	the	above	questions,	then	all	
that	is	needed	is	for	you	to	contact	me	via	email	at	prue@crome.net.au	and	I	will	add	you	as	an	editor	on	our	Facebook	
page.	I	will	send	you	an	invite	and	forward	the	access	password.		
I	haven’t	figured	out	how	to	add	an	editor	to	the	ARS	Instagram	page	yet,	maybe	the	access	password	is	sufficient	but	
maybe	someone	with	much	more	social	media	savvy	could	assist	me	with	this??	

All	Instagram	posts	are	linked	to	our	Facebook	page,	which	saves	double	entries,	but	the	platforms	do	have	different	
qualities.	From	our	perspective	Facebook	is	a	good	place	to	post	gatherings	and	more	general	content.		Instagram	is	
about	 the	 image	and	because	of	 this	we	have	 linked	our	ARS	 Instagram	posts	 to	 the	Gallery	on	 the	ARS	website	
www.rhododendron.com.au.	This	is	a	useful	resource	for	rhododendron	images	and	identification,	therefore	there	
would	 be	 a	 requirement	 to	 name	 each	 rhododendron	 pictured,	 e.g.	 #Rhododendron	 ‘Boulters	 Robyn’	 or	
Rhododendron	nuttallii.	Check	out	the	GALLERY	on	our	website	and	you	will	see	it	works	well.	
It	would	be	wonderful	to	have	you	come	on	board	and	share	comments	on	the	ARS	pages,	share	your	favourite	plants,	
special	places,	unusual	conditions	and	coming	from	our	members	both	in	Australia	and	overseas!		
2020	was	an	interesting	year	and	2021	might	prove	to	be	similar	so	having	ARSV	sharing	digitally	is	better	than	not	
being	able	to	get	together	in	person.	

Hope	to	hear	from	you	soon!!	
Prue	Crome	
	



 

Rhododendron in focus: Rhododendron griffithianum 

Subsection	Argyrophyllum.	
		This	species	comes	from	relatively	low	altitudes	in	China	(600-1600	metres)	and	is	therefore	more	suited	to	our	
warm	climate.	It	forms	a	compact	shrub	around	one	or	two	metres	high	and	the	foliage	is	very	distinctive,	with	
tough	leathery	leaves	and	a	white	or	beige	indumentum	below.	It	should	be	more	popular	in	Australia.	A	number	
of	hybrids	have	been	tried	and	we	have	degronianum	ssp.	yakushimanum	crosses	at	the	DRBG	which	are	doing	very	
well.	It	is	a	bit	hard	to	flower	but	well	worth	the	effort	and	forms	an	attractive	shrub.	
We	have	several	of	this	species	in	the	main	rockery	which	flower	in	November	(see	photo).	

	Alan	Kepert.	
 

Subsection		Fortunea	

This	species	is	regarded	as	one	of	the	best	in	the	genus.	It	comes	from	Nepal,	Sikkim,	Bhutan,	and	NE	India	at	1800	to	
2900	metres,	generally	in	forests.	The	flowers	are	large,	white,	and	freely	produced,	usually	with	a	greenish	area	in	the	
throat.	It	is	not	well-known	in	England	due	to	it	being	frost-tender,	and	was	extensively	crossed	with	hardier	species,	
such	as	R.	fortunei	to	produce	the	Loderi	hybrids.	The	RHS	handbook	lists	over	30	hybrids	with	F.C.C.	and	A.M.	awards	
suitable	for	english	conditions.	While	English	gardens	are	too	cold	for	R.	griffithianum	and	some	Melbourne	gardens	are	
too	hot,	but	there	is	an	alternative.	This	species	seems	ideally	suited	to	the	climate	at	Olinda,	and	we	have	a	large	number	
around	6	metres	high	in	the	Maddenia	Walk	area	which	were	planted	in	the	1960’s	and	flower	prolifically	in	the	first	
week	of	November.	
		Alan	Kepert	

Update from the ARSV Committee 
Happy	new	year	to	all	ARS	members,	let’s	hope	that	we	can	meet	and	enjoy	each	other’s	company	more	this	year	than	
we	did	last	year.	This	year	has	started	with	a	couple	of	very	welcome	announcements	in	the	Growing	Victoria’s	Botanic	
Gardens	grants	program	and	congratulations	is	in	order	mainly	to	Tex	Moon,	Team	Leader,	Parks	Victoria,	who	was	the	
principal	orchestrator	in	both.		
The	 Dandenong	 Ranges	 Botanic	 Garden	 was	 successful	 in	 its	 grant	 application	 for	 $150,000	 towards	 design	 and	
installation	of	a	new	irrigation	system	for	the	golf	course	annex	to	the	garden.	This	money	will	be	sufficient	to	build	a	
first	rate	watering	system	to	the	North	Queensland	garden,	it	should	enable	a	major	ring	main	throughout	the	annex	and	
may	also	be	used	to	address	some	pump	issues	with	the	existing	irrigation	system	at	Olinda.	
The	Victorian	branch	of	BGANZ	(Botanic	Gardens	Australia	and	New	Zealand)	an	association	of	representatives	from	all	
Australian	and	New	Zealand	Botanic	Gardens	has	been	successful	in	its	application	for	a	grant	of	$170,000	to	purchase	
and	run	a	plant	collection	data	base	which	will	be	free	for	all	Victorian	botanic	gardens	to	access.	This	data	base	will	
allow	all	of	the	local	Botanic	gardens	to	record	names,	locations,	details	and	images	of	the	plants	in	their	collections.	It	
will	greatly	enhance	the	ability	of	the	state’s	gardens	to	show-off	and	preserve	their	assets.	This	will	also	allow	the	ARS	
to	formally	handover	control	of	the	Rhododendron	data	base	for	Olinda	and	add	it	to	the	new	data	base.	Tom	Noonan,	
who	has	been	the	lone	driver	and	maintainer	of	the	ARS	Olinda	data	base	for	about	twenty	years,	has	been	keen	to	see	a	
new	and	much	improved	data	recording	system	implemented	at	Olinda	and	is	very	pleased	to	see	that	BGANZ	is	now	
supplying	such	a	system.	Tom’s	work	has	been	an	immense	labour	over	a	long	time	and	it	has	very	greatly	improved	the	
value	of	the	living	collection	in	the	Garden.	He	should	be	very	proud	of	the	outcome	of	his	work	and	we	are	all	very	
pleased	that	he	chooses	to	be	such	a	key	component	of	the	ARS	Olinda	working	group.	

John	O’Hara,	President	



 

Lorri Hayes 

Update on ARS activities at the DRBG 
Since	Christmas	the	active	members	have	attended	regularly	every	Tuesday.	They	have	been	catching	up	on	tasks	that	
during	the	lock	down,	were	not	possible.	We	have	sold	quite	a	few	hybrid	rhododendrons	and	vireyas	via	the	DRBG	shop.	
Besides	helping	the	society’s	funds	it	also	provided	much	needed	space	for	the	oncoming	re	potted	up	plants	for	future	
sales.	Some	active	members	have	done	new	cuttings	after	the	propagation	house	was	cleaned	out	by	John	O’Hara	which	
was	a	massive	job.	It	gave	us	much	more	space	for	more	cuttings.	
Our	next	big	function	will	be	organising	sales	for	the	Ferny	Creek	Plant	Sale	on	Saturday	6th	and	Sunday	7th	March.	Our	
stock	is	looking	good	for	both	hybrids,	species	and	Vireyas.	We	are	flat	out	potting	up	for	this	event	which	will	have	
passed	by	the	time	you	get	this	newsletter.	
If	any	readers	have	some	spare	time	on	a	Tuesday,	you	are	very	welcome	to	meet	the	members	and	help	with	the	work.	
We	usually	start	around	8.30	but	some	come	a	bit	later	and	most	of	us	finish	up	after	lunch.	It	is	a	very	informal	group	
sharing	each	other’s	knowledge	and	the	work	is	very	satisfying.	

Alex	Pottage,	Propagation	Coordinator	

Updates from members 
ARSV	has	members	across	Australia	and	overseas	and	it	would	be	good	to	receive	news	from	you	that	we	can	put	in	the	
newsletter	from	time	to	time.	Has	anything	of	interest	flowered?	Gardening	triumphs	or	disasters?	A	question	for	other	
members?	Please	send	your	snippets	and	photos	to	Andrew	Rouse	(awrouse@bigpond.com).	If	including	photos,	please	
send	as	separate	jpeg	files.	This	edition	John	O’Hara	reports	on	his	flowering	of	R.	baenitzianum	(see	above),	and	we	have	
news	from	Lorri	Hayes.	

professionally.	 I	 don’t	 have	 photos	 of	 this	
horrible	state,	but	with	my	knowledge	and	love	
of	 horticulture,	 I	 have	 slowly	 improved	 my	
garden	with	 a	 lot	 of	 rare,	 older,	 and	 different	
plants.	 	 I	 learned	a	 lot	 through	the	years	with	
my	plantings,	some	were	successful	and	some	
not.		It	is	of	the	most	importance	to	check	your	
soil.	 	 Testing	 for	 pH	 levels	 and	 improving	 the	
soil	 with	 composts,	 leaf	 mould	 and	 mulches	
have	helped	 the	garden	 to	 flourish.	 	 	Soils	are	
the	start	of	the	garden,	if	your	soil	is	enriched	
your	garden	will	grow	even	through	neglect.		
At	the	back,	I	now	have	a	very	small	orchard	of	
plums	(Satsuma	and	Narabeen)	apples,	orange,	
pear,	nectarine,	apricot,	lime	and	figs.		Some	of	
the	Australian	natives	like	the	Davidson	plum,	
finger	 oyster	 lime,	 and	 strawberry	 guava	 are	
growing	 in	 containers.	 	 All	 fruit	 well	 and	
provide	enjoyment	to	me.	

I	 have	 a	 great	 love	 of	 roses	 and	 grow	 and	
propagate	some	of	them	for	gifts	and,	of	course,	
to	sell,	but	I	mainly	grow	roses	to	pick	them	and	
enjoy	 their	 beauty	 and	 perfume	 indoors	 for	
myself.	
I	also	love	begonias	and	have	a	nice	collection	
growing.	 I	 have	 enclosed	 some	 photos	
consisting	of	a	small	section	of	the	front	of	my	
garden,	my	beautiful	John	F.	Kennedy	Rose	and	
Michelia	doltsopa	in	full	flower.	
Thanks,	and	regards,	

Lorri	Hayes.	

	

Hi!	I	live	in	the	leafy	suburb	of	Mooroolbark	in	Melbourne.		I	have	been	a	member	of	ARSV	for	a	number	of	years,	and	it	
was	through	Alan	Kepert’s,	one	of	our	oldest	members,	encouragement	and	knowledge	of	the	beautiful	rhododendrons,	
which	made	me	interested	to	join.			I	was	at	the	time	of	joining	and	still	am	keen	to	learn	more	about	these	stunning	
plants,	and	have	helped	out	a	little	at	Olinda.	I	have	a	fairly	large	garden,	almost	a	quarter	of	an	acre	on	a	hill.		
When	I	bought	this	property	18	years	ago	the	garden	was	dilapidated	even	though	the	first	owners	had	it	landscaped	
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Rhododrendron  rhodopus (R. bloembergenii) – recent flowering at DRBG 

In	January,	Michael	Hare	submitted	this	photo	of	a	scented	vireya	in	flower	in	the	collection	at	DRBG.	This	specimen	was	
collected	by	Lyn	Craven	on	Mount	Rantemario	in	the	Latimodjong	Range	of	Sulawesi	in	2002	as	#20.	On	flowering	it	has	
was	identified	as	R.	rhodopus.	George	Argent	subsequently	absorbed	it	into	R.	bloembergenii	which	is	similar	floristically	
and	has	identical	flower	buds.	It	gets	up	to	3	m	tall	in	the	field	and	is	from	high	altitudes	-	2800	to	3000m.	

John	F.	Kennedy	Rose	 Magnolia	(Michelia)	doltsopa	in	full	bloom	


