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Final Reminder for renewal of Subscriptions for 2020/21 
Just a reminder for those who haven’t done so yet renewals are due.  
 

A couple of years ago I brought home a rather neglected plant of R. Beatrice Eaton from the nursery at Olinda, just to fill a gap in our front 
yard. It has grown very well and appears to be quite happy in a shady spot in Camberwell. This plant was named after Lesley Eaton's mum 
and bred by the late Frank Waghorn. He crossed Kimbeth back with Kimberley, so this plant has williamsianum x fortunei (Kimberley) 
both as a parent and grant parent. This gives a stout mid-sized plant that looks a bit like R. williamsianum with R. fortunei flowers. 
John O’Hara 

ARS Vic members vote in support of Deregistration of ARS 
Incorporated On 24 September, the members of the Victorian Branch voted in support of the deregistration of the Australian Rhododendron Society 

Incorporated (the South Australian registered national body). Deregistration is supported by National Council and your Victorian 
Branch committee, and with similar support from other branches, National Council can proceed with deregistration.  
 Deregistration of ARS Inc will in no way affect the benefits of ARS membership or the interaction between rhododendron enthusiasts 
across the branches. It is simply the removal of what had become an outdated and burdensome structure that provided little benefit back 
to the branches. National Council propose that it will be replaced with a Memorandum of Understanding between the branches, and that 
this will be in place by the time deregistration is completed. On behalf of the Victorian committee, I would like to thank you for voting on 
this matter. 
 Andrew Rouse 

Rhododendron Beatrice Eaton 



 Rhododendron in focus: Rhododendron vialii 

Subsection Argyrophyllum. 
  This species comes from relatively low altitudes in China (600-1600 metres) and is therefore more suited to our warm climate. It 
forms a compact shrub around one or two metres high and the foliage is very distinctive, with tough leathery leaves and a white or 
beige indumentum below. It should be more popular in Australia. A number of hybrids have been tried and we have degronianum 
ssp. yakushimanum crosses at the DRBG which are doing very well. It is a bit hard to flower but well worth the effort and forms an 
attractive shrub. 
We have several of this species in the main rockery which flower in November (see photo). 
 Alan Kepert. 
 

Subsection  Azaleastrum 
This section is not well-known and comprises R. bachii, hongkongense, leptothrium, ovatum, and vialii, all from comparitively low elevations 
and not suitable for English conditions. 
It grows in Central and South Yunnan in thickets on mountain slopes at 1300 to 2000 metres. R. ovatum and R. hongkongense grow well in 
East Ringwood and I would like to try R. vialii at home. We have two small plants in the main rockery which I find curiously attractive with 
deep red flowers which appear at the same time as the bronze new growth.(see photo). 
  Alan Kepert 

Rhododendron microcarpum a new species from China 

This new species in the subgenus Azaleastrum was described from 
southwest Jiangxi, China where it is only known from Yingpan 
Mountain (26°00’ 42” N; 114°07’ 67” E) on the northern side of the 
Nanling Mountains, an area known for botanical richness with nearly 
5700 species of seed plants including 81 Rhododendron species. The 
new species’ habitat is montane pine (Pinus taiwanensis) forest between 
1100 and 1600 m. It is a small evergreen shrub up to 1.5 m tall with 
small leaves and single small pink white flowers. It is closely related to 
R. ovatum and R. mitriforme but mostly to the former.  It is distinguished 
from them by the much smaller leaves and tiny calyx. Interestingly the 
researchers noticed the species characteristics in the field but 
transplanted 10 plants back to the lab to see if the differences were just 
environmental. They were not and a genetic analysis showed R. 
microcarpum is a good species. We have R. ovatum growing at DRBG 
but not R. mitriforme. 
Liu, R-L, Tang, Z-B & Gao, L.-L. 2018. A new species of Rhododendron 
(Ericaceae) from Jiangxi of China based on morphological and molecular 
evidences. Phytotaxa 356 (4): 267–275. doi.org/10.11646/phytotaxa.356.4.2 



 
Only the second flowering of R. searleanum in Australia 

Walter Lobbezoo has flowered the highly scented R. searleanum for what may be only the second time in Australia  (Simon Begg flowered 
it about four years ago). This species hails from the highlands of  New Guinea and has an interesting history in Australia. It was collected 
originally by Louis Searle who collected many Rhododendrons and had a long association with the ARS . I found the following article in 
Vireya Venture No 35 April 1999, presumably written by the editor J. Clyde Smith. 

‘In the last issue of the VV (No. 34 , Jan 99) Mrs Sylvia Saperstein wrote of the growing on of a plant of R. searleanum for Mr Lou Searle. This is 
the only plant in Australia that we know of , it was sent from Edinburgh by George Argent at Lou's request, years ago. This aroused Brian Clancy's 
interest and he wrote to me with  some facts of the history of this species. I quote from his letter 

 “R. searleanum is described by George  Argent in The Rhododendron Handbook, S 1998. A full copy of the description is attached. A brief 
summary is: “A magnificent species, pale pink (extra large) trumpet shaped flowers, 11-16 per umbel, beautiful and powerfully scented.” 
The enormous contribution by Lou Searle of Vireyas to the Australian Rhododendron Society was delayed by the worst postal strike in 
Australian history , in 1974. Most of the plant material was held up at Tullamarine Airport for some 16 weeks. This delay resulted in extra 
fumigation with methyl bromide by the Quarantine Department. 
From this material I (Brian Clancy) propagated 570 plants with LS numbers in the Quarantine House at Olinda. After 12 months effort 
the plants were ready for quarantine inspection. I offered to turn these 570 plants into more than 2000 plants so that all members could 
participate. Then, without notice to myself, most of the 570 LS  plants were removed to unknown destinations.  Of the few remaining plants 
only six ended in the Society 's glasshouse  and three plants were left behind because they had lost their labels. I took these three orphans' 
home and one turned out to be LS37. 
A magnificent photograph of R. konor x LS37 was featured on the  front cover of the American Rhododendron Society Quarterly Bulletin 
vol. 33 Fall 1979, NO. 4. 1 understand that this photo of LS37 is to be featured on the cover of the compendium of all Vireya articles 
published by the American society…The republishing of the photograph of LS37 is a tribute to Lou Searle who was held in high regard by 
Dr. Herman Sleumer . 
Brian Clancy. 

The full copy of the R.H.S. description of R. searleanum concludes with: — "A magnificent species which is very poorly known in the wild but well 
known in cultivation since its original and only introduction by Mr. L .K. Searle in 1973.  
Having known for many years of Mr  Searle’s many unsuccessful attempts to obtain a plant the comment on its being ‘well known in cultivation' 
was hard to believe so I wrote to Brian for  some confirmation. His reply detailed the despatch from P. N. G. of LS39 to Dr. Sleumer, its naming 
and its description in Blumea, and then the despatch of plant material to Boskoop and Edinburgh. There is little doubt that other Botanic Gardens 
would later receive plant material too and distribute it but not in  Australia .’ 



 
 

 

Gardens discovered during lockdown walks 

B 

 

One of the few upsides of our COVID lockdown is that in my hour of freedom each day, I’ve been on a daily walk around my local suburbs. 
When I embarked on this nearly three months ago, to maintain interest I planned never to do the same walk twice. I found however there 
were certain streets I kept returning to, largely because of the interesting gardens and landscaping. During lockdown we haven’t been able 
to organise Society activities, nor have we been able volunteer at the Dandenong Ranges Botanic Gardens, so we do not have the usual 
updates for the newsletter. As an aside, for those missing their regular sessions at DRGB, I’ve heard from the Parks Victoria staff that it has 
been an excellent start to the flowering seasons in the gardens, and in particular, the big leaf have flowered superbly.  
So, I thought I’d share with you a few snaps taken on my daily walks. Whilst rhododendrons and azaleas are a common feature of hill 
gardens, they are less abundant in suburban Melbourne, though now that they are in flower it’s pleasing to see, in my local suburbs at least, 
that they are still being grown.  I’ve also included a simply stunning front garden with a dazzling array of bulbs, iris, daisies and other 
perennials – and not a weed in sight. 
  Andrew Rouse 


