
 

President’s Musings 

Rhododendron growers obviously love a challenge and your executive has taken on the challenge 

thrown out by Covid-19 and so far beaten them. They have come up with inventive ideas to 

overcome the uncertainty surrounding venue, numbers and how and what can be served for lunch. 

When the time comes I’m sure you will all appreciate their efforts. 

It was really heart-warming to see so many members at the September meeting. So many of you 

brought camellia blooms for our guest speaker to address but there were also a number of early 

flowering Rhododendron flowers. The season seems to be favouring our plants. Stephen Kingdon 

had brought a selection of small Narcissi, which I unfortunately did not notice till close of meeting 

and so did not bring them to your attention. My mistake, as they were exquisite. I hope most of you 

saw them. 

Wendy Azadegan, President of the Adelaide Hills Camellia Society and our guest presenter, spoke 

with enthusiasm about the collection of camellias which she had brought with her. Her interest and 

knowledge, exuberantly expressed, led to many questions and discussion from members who had 

also brought along camellias from their gardens. 

Early flowering Rhododendrons, Azaleas and Camellia flowers whet the appetite of many members 

to visit the gardens which were open the following weekend. Thank you to Llianne Healey, Richard 

and Bronwyn Illman and Robyn and Ian Wall for opening their gardens to us. Each garden so 

different but each with similar elements; rhododendrons, camellias, magnolias, azaleas, maples, 

conifers, eucalypts and many, many more plants often planted close together, thus giving 

protection and providing a suitable microclimate. I am guilty of the gardening sins of desire and 

envy but at least I am spurred on to put more effort into my patch. 

We chose the right weekend, before the storms, for visiting and the display in all gardens was 

beautiful, astonishing and inspiring. What a good lead in to Blooms night at our next meeting. 

 

Till then, 

Olivera 
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September Meeting 

 

 

 A vote of thanks for our guest speaker      

Wendy Azadegan.  



Next Meeting 

This will be held at the RSL Hall, Stirling, on Tuesday, October 20th, 8pm. It will be the first of our 

blooms nights so bring along some of your exquisite blooms to show to members. 

Implementing our Covid-19 Plan 

All members attending the meeting need to sign a register upon entry. 

Please do not attend the meeting if you are unwell, have respiratory symptoms or have been in 

Victoria in the last fortnight. 

Adhere to hygiene protocols and social distancing and follow directions concerning the pot luck 

stall. 

Members who would like supper will need to bring their own food. Coffee & tea will still be 

available but in disposable cups. 

Please remember to bring something for the “pot Luck  

Stall”. Friends and new members are always welcome. 

 

Pop-up Garden Visits 

 



 

  

  
 

  



Bloom of the Month – Rhododendron Elsie Fry  

 

From the Propagating bench – by Richard Illman 

At this time of the year most of the propagating opportunities are over 

and all we can do is keep an eye on the cuttings and grafts taken earlier 

this year. Rhododendron cuttings should be showing signs of growth and it 

is time to begin to acclimatize them to the outside conditions. This can be 

achieved by propping up the lid of the propagating box and providing 

nutrition by spraying with a dilute general fertiliser. Make sure that the 

cuttings remain well hydrated. 

The proposed “potting on day” will probably take place on Sunday, October 25th, and be run both 

as morning and afternoon sessions so that maximum number of members can be accommodated. 

We have received notification from a number of members detailing the plants that they will have 

for potting on and which will be available for sale at a later date. If there are other members who 

can contribute plants for sale can you please let Richard know before October 25th so that pots 

and blueberry mix can be made available.  

The society will supply pots and potting mix (blueberry) to members who provide plants for sale. 

We also need to have members who can volunteer to look after the plants following the potting 

on day. Can you help? 



Grafted Maples: members who attended the grafting workshops 

this year need to examine the grafts to see if they have taken. The 

freezer wrap covering the scion should have been removed and new 

leaves should be evident if the graft has taken. 

Tuberous Begonias: I have had considerable success this year 

propagating the pendulous tuberous begonia Santa Cruz and will be 

offering them through the pot luck stall early next year. I would 

appreciate the donation of any unwanted plastic hanging baskets- 

preferably between 100-150mm. 

 

Setting up your own hot box by Andrew Waterman 

Go to your local fruit and veg shop and 

ask if they have a broccoli box, if you 

have a broken piece of electrical 

equipment, cut off the power cord and 

buy a light socket and LED light. The light 

cannot be any brighter than 5.5watts, 

brighter than this will be too hot. While 

you’re at the hardware store buy an 

HPM timer. I’ve used one that allows me 

to run 6 hours on and 6 hours off. 

Don’t limit your imagination to just rhodos, 

start with something easy, try any soft 

cuttings of rosemary, lavender, hydrangeas 

and azaleas. I’ve found they are great for 

starting Camellias There are plenty of other 

plants that are easy to get started in the hot 

box. We run 3 boxes, 2 for garden plants and 

1 for vegetables that can be helped along 

ready for summer. 

 

  



Spring in Member’s Gardens 

  
R. Edith Praed Exochorda Macrantha “The Bride” 

  
Vireya  Shantung Rose R. Van Nes Sensation 

  
Early Clematis seedling Vireya Graham’s Gift 

  
R. Mt Everest R. Countess of Haddington 



  
R. Colelhurst R. Max Sye 

  

New addition to Robyn and Ian Wall garden 
Recently on gumtree Hugh Williams of Strathalbyn was selling varieties of clivias from his nursery. It 

is worth investigating if you are interested in getting some unique clivias for your garden. The 

details are as follows: 

The prices range from $30 to $80 depending on rarity and cash only sales. 

Ph 0409 119 248 

  

 



Librarian’s Report by Ann & David Matison  

Reaching for the Sun, how plants work, by John King. Is my choice of book for this month. John King was 

educated in England and Manitoba and when this book was published in 1997 he was Professor of Biology at 

the University of Saskatchewan in Canada a position he had held since 1967. 

 Having read the book I just did not know where to start so I am going to cheat. The following is the blurb 

and it sums up the book much more concisely that I could. 

“Green plants are all around us. We are totally dependent on them for food: we cultivate them for our 

pleasure: and we have used them in a vast number of ways down the centuries to our advantage. But have 

you ever wondered how plants work? Where do plants get the material to make wood? How does a bulb 

‘know’ to sprout in the spring? Why are flowers different colours and why do they smell? This book answers 

these questions in a charming and accessible way. From their ability to use sunlight to make their own food 

to their amazing range of life-sustaining, death defying strategies. John King explains why plants dominate 

our planet. Plants might live at a different pace from animals but they are just as fascinating. 

This is not just for keen gardeners and naturalists. This is a book for anyone who wants to understand why 

the earth is green.” 

Reaching for the Sun and The Secret Life of Trees which I reviewed earlier this year, and once again I refer to 

the talks that we have had from Neutrog’s microbiologist Dr Uwe Stroeher are on the same vein. Each makes 

you look at plants in a new light and understand better their needs and their problems. They also make us 

appreciate how very dependent we are on the plant world. 

I would like to thank Janie Smylie for her donation of this book to our Library. For those of you who are 

interested in exploring plant science and physiology this is a very good place to start. It is a very readable 

text book. 

 

 



Notice Board 

Neutrog orders for Spring  

The order is with Neutrog and the delivery is expected to be either 

later this week or early next week. 

The plan is to use the same pickup system as our previous Autumn 

order, that is, allocated times to pick up. 

Members who placed an order will be notified about the date and time of pick up. 

 

Christmas Party  

The invitation to Rhododendron Society 
Christmas Party has been sent to members on 
3rd October.  
 
Please RSVP to Ann Matison via  
SMS on 0417 819 622 or 
email ann.matison@gmail.com 

by Friday, 30 October for catering purposes.  


