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SOUTHERN TASMANIA BRANCH INC. 

  

  NEWSLETTER          AUGUST 2020 

PO Box 80 BATTERY POINT TAS 7004 

COMING EVENTS 

August 9th   AGM and General meeting 
    Venue:  Kerry and Harry van den Berg’s ‘Woodbank Gardens’ 
    2040 Huon Road, Longley 
    More information page 4     
 
 
August 27th  Committee meeting at Kens  
    1 Willowbend Road, Kingston   
    Time:  2:30 pm  
 
September 13th  General meeting and garden visit 
    Gill and Blane Fitzgerald’s 
    43 Old Farm Road 
    South Hobart  
    More information next month   
 

MEMBER’S GARDEN FEATURE  -  This month stolen from Ken’s garden whilst visiting for our meeting. 
Would love to have some input from Members for this segment.  If you spot something special in your 
garden please send photos to my email address.  It doesn’t have to be rare.  djlane67@bigpond.com 

1.  Crocus sieboldin Tricolor 
2.  Cyclamen coum seedling with petals that do not reflex 
3.  White Colchicum szovitsii  - rare 
4.  Moraea fugax 
Bottom right:  You never quite know what you will find at 
Kens  - I’m very concerned about what’s happening to his 
Greek Yoghourt!!  
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Luncheon at the Botanic Gardens - 
July 12th 
A very pleasant successful outing with 24 
members attending.  It was lovely to enjoy 
each others company after the long         
enforced break from regular activities, 
topped off with a beautiful meal.  The staff 
handled tense times in a professional   
manner having prepared a well spaced   
private room for our group.  However, the 
highlight of the day was being able to    
celebrate Ken’s 90th birthday.  Kerry had 
organised an amazing cake  -  so glad it 
was large enough for us all to share a slice 
as it was delicious.  Special thank you to all 
those who organised the outing. 

A new look for our group 
This topic will be on our AGM agenda for discussion. 
The Australian Rhododendron Society (National body) is to be dissolved which will leave our group as an 
independent body.  As a result the Committee has proposed the following as a new title. 
Rhododendron and Rare Plant Group 

Library changes 
The library has been temporarily homed at Jenny Skinner’s, however, Harry van den Berg has            
renovated an old potting shed in ’Woodbank Gardens’ which is to be it’s new home.  Last week Wendy 
Ebsworth our librarian, ably assisted by Jenny, relocated the library in it’s new setting.  At our August 
meeting we will have the opportunity to view the new setting and learn how it will function. 

In My (Adopted) Garden by Jenny Skinner  

photos by Jenny 

 

This month I intended to write about all the yellow in the garden at the moment. The first Narcissus      

cyclamineus, Rhododendron chrysodoron, the gorgeous spidery witch hazel Hamamelis mollis ‘Pallida’, 

Chimonanthus praecox with its almost transparent pale yellow petals, the rare Agapetes flava, and an 

early Mahonia ilicifolia. But then when I saw the photo of the Sophora molloyi ‘Dragons Gold’ I got side-

tracked off onto what turned out to be a fascinating journey.  

Narcissus  cyclamineus Rhododendron chrysodoron Agapetes flava 
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A few years ago Ken was given a seedling of a very special Sophora, S. toromiro, a tree endemic to the Easter 

Islands. Due to devastating deforestation on the island, by the 1960’s this species was recorded as   extinct in the 

wild. The last surviving wild Toromiro tree grew in a crater, protected from introduced livestock by rock screens. 

The islanders were ”watching the growth of the tree, waiting for the right moment to cut it down and turn it into 

statuettes”. It has only survived as scattered individuals in botanical gardens and private collections. The stock 

currently in cultivation in Europe is derived from seed collected by Thor Heyerdahl in 1958 from this last         

remaining wild tree. It has now received a new lease on life thanks to a global, collaborative conservation project 

between the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria and Montreal Botanic Garden, Canada. Kew Gardens and the     

Goteborg BG, Sweden also have plants grown from wild seed as do a number of Chilean arboreta and private 

gardens. DNA studies are now being carried out to determine species authenticity and genetic diversity. The aim 

of all this is to reintroduce the tree back into a suitable habitat on Easter Island but in the meantime, our little 

tree struggles on in the cold at Woodbank!  There is another Sophora in the garden that is endemic to an island, 

this time in Australia. Sophora howinsula as its specific name suggests is endemic to Lord Howe Island and 

makes a stunning display in spring next to the pink of Camellia x williamsii ‘Donation’. There are numerous other 

species of Sophora at Woodbank including S. macrocarpa from Chile and S. tetraptera, S. molloyi and S. pros-

trata from New Zealand, demonstrating another example of Ken’s interests in Gondwanan connections. But the 

journey hasn’t finished yet. Sophora prostrata has the most peculiar way of growing called a divaricating growth 

habit, meaning ‘branching at wide angles’. The bush just looks like a tangled mess! There are two other New 

Zealand plants in the garden having the same growth habit and these are Corokia cotoneaster and Hoheria an-

gustifolia. In the words of one botanist “It’s as if the plants are attending some strange botanical costume party 

where the theme is ‘dress up as your favourite barbed wire entanglement’. Interestingly, the trees that divari-

cate usually abandon their tangled juvenile form on reaching a certain height, reverting to more ‘normal’ leaves 

and shape. One theory about how this evolved is that because New Zealand had no mammal herbivores and the 

largest of the avian herbivores was the moa that could graze to about 3 metres, these plants evolved to produce 

defences of tiny leaves protected within tangled flexible branches. Once they had grown out of reach of their 

predators, they could afford to be a bit more normal! Isn’t Nature wonderful?  

References: Mike Mauder etal. 2000. Conservation of the Toromiro Tree. Conservation Biology 14:1341-1350. 

Robert Champion. 2019. In a Tangle: the Debate over New Zealand’s Small Leaved Shrubs. The Plant hunter.  

In My (Adopted) Garden  -  continued  

Sophora molloyi ‘Dragons Gold’  Sophora toromiro Sophora macrocarpa  Sophora tetraptera 

Sophora prostrata Sophora howinsula with Camellia 

x williamsii ‘Donation’ on the left 

The tangled branches of  

Corokia cotoneaster 
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AGM and GENERAL MEETING  -  9th August 
 

Venue: Kerry and Harry van den Berg’s  
  2040 Huon Road, Longley 
    
Time: 11:30 am  -  BYO lunch including your own mug plus tea or coffee if preferred. 
  Tea and coffee will also be available.   
  You will note that we have changed the starting time to allow more time to fit in a tour of the 
  garden before it gets too cold. 
  The meeting will be held in the glass house.  You will asked to sign our attendance book  
  (complete with a phone number) on arrival.  Sanitizer will be available at the desk. 
  Please consider the weather  -  be prepared for cold or heat (it is Tasmania).  If it rains you  
  may need your raincoat  -  even in the glass house. 
   
Annual General Meeting followed by General Meeting  
     
We will have: 
♦ Garden tour 
♦ Blooms competition:   
 You can bring up to 3 rhododendrons and three (3) companion plants. We have changed the 
 number of companion plants for this month to boost numbers of entries at this time of year.      
 Don’t forget your  own bottles/vases for setting up the blooms.   
♦ Peoples choice  -  for the blooms competition  
♦ Auction  -  please bring a contribution 
♦ Raffle 

President:  Kerry van den Berg          0448 007 525 
                  kerry.vandenberg@utas.edu.au 

Treasurer:  Lorraine Grewcoe                  6247 7774 
                   lgrewcoe@bigpond.net.au 

Vice President:  Gill Fitzgerald            6234 4752 
                  gillfitzgerald@bigpond.com 
 

Newsletter editor:   
                    Dorothy Lane                   0408 127 189 
                   djlane67@bigpond.com 

Acting Secretary:   
                  Lesley Eaton                     6267 9961 
                  lesley.eaton@bigpond.com 
 
 

Librarian:   Wendy Ebsworth               6266 4716 
                  wendyebsworth@yahoo.com.au 

Committee   

Joy Stones                                          6223 2116 Doreen Gill                                                6239 1124                                        

Jenny Skinner                                     6266 4678 Barbara and Peter Davies                        6239 6802 

Ken Gillanders                                    6229 2351 Anne Cruise                                              6244 2965 

EXECUTIVE FOR 2018/2019 

More photos from In my (Adopted)  garden 

Hamamelis mollis ‘Pallida’ Chimonanthus praecox  Mahonia ilicifolia 
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Sophora prostrata Two types of foliage and branch structure of 

Hoheria angustifolia 

Some extra pictures for our digital readers 


