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 Calendar 
Sunday 10th December Monday 11th December No meeting in January 

   Social Meeting           Volunteer Workshop         Also, no Newsletter in January      

    EVRG at 4pm followed by BBQ       EVRG 10 till noon  

Singing in the Rain 

Three of our catering volunteers took a walk around the garden they do 
so much to support. They especially liked the Christmas decorations, 

adorning the Wollemi pine courtesy of our horticulturalist Neet. 
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 Welcome 
A colourful spring rhodo garden welcome to new members Peter & Jill Shepherd. 

General Manager’s Report 

My goodness, Christmas is so close. How about one of EVRG’s books as a present? 
 

As the year comes to a close, we certainly do not. There is a cruise ship in port on Boxing Day and the  
garden will be open and running a bus. On Monday 11 December we have the workshop to discuss, 
amongst other matters, how we might open the tea room 7 days per week beyond Christmas. This is open 
to everyone and please try and come along. You will also have the opportunity to meet some of our        
recently elected Directors and listen to the exciting plans/ideas they have for our future. 
 

WOW  Lynette Neasey has been baking scones for Emu Valley for a long time. This year Lynette has 
baked, up until the beginning of November,  in excess of 230 dozen scones for Emu Valley. That’s 2,760 
scones and is already more than any previous year—and  it does not take into account the ones she often 
makes at the garden when more are needed, with little notice!  
 

To all our members and those who support Emu Valley in so many ways  the very best of Christmas greet-
ings to you and best wishes for 2018.  Geoff 0427 722060 / geoffreywood@me.com  

Social Meeting Report for  19th November 
Following on from information about current management issues, from General Manager Geoff, we had 
an extensive report on the garden from Maurie. 
 

His comments on various aspects of the garden, both positive and some less so, gave those attending a 
very clear image of a garden that we can be very proud of.  Like any garden covering such a large area there 
will always be some spots that could be improved on with a little more attention, but over all we can claim 
without any hesitation that we have a wonderful garden that is well worthy of a visit. This has been con-
firmed on numerous occasions by cruise ship passengers, and other visitors whom we have shown around. 
Recent changes in the weather conditions have brought a huge increase in the availability of blooms and 
this was reflected in the array displayed for flower voting at our meeting. 
 

From the rhododendron section, Kay Shadbolt’s “Lems Monarch” polled highest against a “Lems       
Cameo” from Frank Medwin’s garden.  Frank also topped the list in the cut flowers, his rose bloom, “Ian 
Thorpe” heading off Doreen Stratford’s selection of cymbidium orchid blooms. One of our new members, 
Nenita Scott won the Door prize while Eric (the rock wall builder) took out the raffle. Total funds raised 

were $53.40. 
 

Because Christmas will be almost upon us, our December Social    
Meeting will be a week earlier than usual, and due to a function         
preceding it, the BBQ meeting will be at 4:00p.m. Pete 
 

Meet Board Chairperson Ant Dry 
“My wife Yvonne and I emigrated from Zimbabwe 11 years ago. The North West 
of Tasmania is the most beautiful place in the world, and we are grateful every day to 
be living here.  Whenever we have visitors from outside the area we love to bring them 
to marvel at EVRG. I am not a gardener (having been known to make strong 
plants wilt), but I am honoured and delighted to be able to offer my alternate skill-set 
to the Garden.” 



Page 3 

November 2017 

In The Garden 
Has this month just zoomed by, or was it just me?!  The hotbed in the nursery has been given a tidy up 
with new sand on the base of the hotbed and all of the surrounds have been blasted by the help of     
Trevor and his Karcher, to get rid of the green goo that seems to want to grow where its nice and warm 
24/7, so all is set and ready for cuttings.  
 
Our Wollemi pine that was donated by members Dr Peter and Ros Davies back in the year of 2011 is a 
‘must see’ while you are walking around our wonderful garden. Below is a photo taken of Maurie and  
myself for the December newsletter issue 2014 ….. 3 years on and look at how much it has grown!!! And 
people say that they are slow growing – clearly these people aren’t talking to them nicely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                       Then – 2014                                                        Now - 2017    
 
Neet’s top tips: 
 If taking cuttings this season, always take them early in the morning when the material is generally 

full of water, or soon after it has rained or you have irrigated. 
 Make sure you sterilize your secateurs with something like methylated spirits before making a cut to 

the rooting edge, which will help minimise the introduction of any pathogens.   
 Adding mulch over your soil it is one of the best things you can do for your garden. The mulch 

covers the garden protecting the soil from the sun. This keeps it cooler, so your plant roots are 
happier, and prevents water loss—but you need to do it now before the heat. No point looking at 
it in a months time wishing you had of done it earlier! You have been warned! 

 
Thank you to everyone who has been involved with the maintenance and upkeep here in the Garden. I 
believe it is definitely looking the best I’ve seen it since being here in 2010, and its all thanks to you! Let’s 
keep up the good work, have a very Merry Christmas and we’ll do it all again in 2018.  Neet 
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Label 1 

Label 2 

Label 3 

Label 4 

Label 5 

 

 

The Emu Valley Rhododendron Garden is proudly sponsored by: 

R. coeloneuron 
R.coeloneuron is another recent addition to our species 
collection. The plants are ten years old now and have 
formed dense shrubs over a meter in height, covering 
themselves in pink flowers  
 

When first collected by Brock and Rosthorn in 1891 at 
Nan Chuan south-east Sichuan it was placed in         
Subsection Taliensia but more recent introductions  
from Sichuan and North Guizhou have placed it in  
Subsection Argyrophylla along with R.floribundum    
and R.denudatum however this is yet to be settled. 
 

Whatever is decided I think it will prove to be a worthy 
addition to our collection especially to the many silver-eyes as these birds seem to delight in punching holes in 
the base of the flowers presumably to reach the nectar pouches. 
 

The leaves are mildly rugose on the upper surface, lower surface covered with dense indumentum. 
 

To view this interesting species the easiest place is on the right hand side of the road to the Chinese Pavilion 
just past the new passing bay. Happy spotting!    Maurie 


