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2016 
March 20th  Propagation day  
    To be held at Kerry and Harry van den Berg’s 
    ‘Woodbank Gardens’ 
    2040 Huon Road, Longley  
    11:00am BYO lunch 
    See more details page 4     
 
March 31st  Committee meeting  -  Ken and Lesley’s 
    1 Willowbend Road, Kingston 6229 2351 
    Dinner:  6:00pm Kingston Hotel 
    Cnr. Channel H’way and Beach Road    
 
April 10th   General meeting 
    Joy Stones and Ted Cutlans’ 
    Jubilee Gardens, 
    69 Jubilee Road, Cascades 
    More details next Newsletter 
  
April 28th   Committee meeting  
 
May 15th   Garden gathering at Crawleighwood 
    Penny Wells and Pav Ruzicka 
    51 Underwoods Road, Nichols Rivulet 
    More details later 
     

SOUTHERN TASMANIA BRANCH INC. 

  

  NEWSLETTER          MARCH 2016 

PO Box 80 BATTERY POINT TAS 7004 

COMING EVENTS 

Christmas luncheon at Phil and Di’s  
6th December 2015 

 
Much water has passed under the bridge since this gathering but we must take the opportunity to 
thank Phil and Di for their wonderful hospitality and making this a most enjoyable day.  Their garden 
was looking pristine (almost grown out of recognition in some places),  the meal was scrumptious and 
the weather was perfect.  There were around 20 members who attended.   We had our regular feisty 
auction and our blooms competition, judged by Ken.  Gill produced the winning bloom  -  a beautiful 
specimen of Leptospermum ‘Aphrodite’. 
  
Shield winners for 2015 were: 
Rhododendrons:  Dorothy Lane 
Blooms other than Rhododendrons:  Karina Harris 

RUSTICA 
Will be available at 

our propagation day  
$2.50 per kg 
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IN MY GARDEN by Lesley Gillanders 
 
 As summer goes and autumn arrives by dates on the calendar are we sure nature will  
follow our rules for the garden? Our ideal summer would have been copious rain now and then 
through the past few months but this did not occur so we coped as best we could with  
mulching, hand watering with the hose or for those with a sprinkler system constant checking 
and supervising that they were performing properly. 
 I was pleased to see that several Dianthus which I had persuaded Ken to plant had  
produced their flowers in an array of colours - pink, white, carmine striped white, pink with a 
dark centre and a few reds in various shades. Lilium species and a few hybrids started  
flowering late last year. As the early ones like L.martagon faded they were overtaken by  
several species including L.canadense  in two forms one yellow the other orange,  
L.mackliniae white flushed pink, L.formosanum  a large tubular white flower which grows only 
to 30cm, L.pyrenaicum yellow with a few spots. Eventually the perfume of L.auratum filled the 
garden with its delightful fragrance from the large white flowers. Practically last came two of my 
favourites L.speciosum in its pure white form and also the deep carmine form. The other one is 
L.henryi with lightly reflexed orange flowers. 
 Clematis integrifolia  has blue flowers and set a lot of seed. It is not a climber and  
generally just sprawls on the ground. Anemone magellanica with creamy white flowers set an 
equal amount of seed. The Clematis had hairy tassels of seed heads and the Anemone had 
silky heads of tiny balls of fluff enclosing the seed inside. 
 Our first flowers in this garden of Xerophyta viscosa have just opened. They have pretty 
star shaped blooms about 20cm across on 30cm stems. The narrow stiff strap like leaves are 
upright and the colour of the blooms is an intense bright Cyclamen pink. We originally collected 
seed of the plant in South Africa years ago and grew it successfully at Longley for years before 
bringing some seed with us to this garden at Kingston. 

  

Pics by Ken Gillanders 

Lilium formosanum pricei 

Xyrophyta viscosa 
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Origanum Bellisimo Origanum Kent Beauty 

When writing these notes, I felt fit enough to have a walk in the garden with the aid of two 
sticks. It was a nice mild day and a slow meander with Ken to see how the shrubs have grown. 
We have lost a few plants with the dry excessive heat earlier. A couple of small surplus  
Rhododendron, an Acer and from a bad frost a white Cantua. Sadly our plant of Rhododendron 
'Taurus' died. It had reached 1m high and flowered well in the front garden. Generally the  
garden looks fine especially the rock garden  and its extension. There are blue Campanula, 
yellow Allysum, pink Dianthus and blue Gentiana sino ornata. 
 As we reached the end of the garden near the golden Gleditsia there was a loud thump 
and a wallaby bounded along the inside of the fence. Ken quickly chased it across the top of 
the garden then down the side where the new fence was made till it escaped into the scrub 
along the creek and disappeared. Ken fixed some wire netting across the lower end of the  
garden behind the garage where it had been coming in but the next night when it tried to come 
again it hit the fence. There has been no sign of it since then so hopefully it will not come back. 
 There are two special plants at the top of the new section of the rock garden. One we 
purchased from a garden centre is Origanum 'Bellisimo' It has very colourful mauve pink bracts 
which are the main attraction and hidden inside are the tiny flowers. The second plant is  
Origanum 'Kent Beauty' given to us by Joan. It has softer coloured bracts and is more pleasing 
to the eye. Both have been in flower for a few months. Lewesia cotyledon hybrids have pro-
duced their colourful flowers for several months. We now have a white flowered form so that 
gives us a pretty broad colour range of white, cream, pink, apricot and various shades of pinks 
and reds. 
 Another plant we collected in South Africa in Relhania pungens It has bright yellow  
flowers and prostrate grey green spiky foliage. Gladiolus dalenii originally raised from seed 
from Mt Kilmanjaro has made a good sized clump here but this year the flowers must have 
been affected by the few hot days we had as the flowers have not opened properly. usually the 
orange and  
yellow flowers 
are perfect. 
G.saundersi in 
flower now is 
looking good 
with it red 
marked white 
blooms. 

Right: 
Gladiolus saundersii 

Far right: 
Relhania pungens 
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PROPAGATION DAY Sunday 20th March 
 

Following the success of our propagation day held around this time last year, we have  
decided  to have another. This time we have a different venue.  Details follow. 
 
Venue: ‘Woodbank Gardens’ 
  2040 Huon Road, Longley 
   
Time: 11:00am 
   
Lunch: BYO  -  this will allow time before to browse the garden with Kerry and Ken  
  both of whom will take suitable cutting material.  Ken will be able to show   
  us what constitutes a ‘suitable’ cutting.  This does not mean WE will have   
  the go ahead to select our own cuttings from the garden.  I’m sure Kerry will have 
  sufficient material available from which we can make a selection.    
  Following lunch Ken will get us started with propagation techniques and Joy  
  will refresh our memories on the benefits of a JOY BOX.  A good method of  
  caring for ‘treasures’ when heat beds and glass houses are not available. 
 
What  to bring:  
  Secateurs, pots (5” or 6”), labels and pen/pencil, hormone gel if you have   
  any.   Shiploads is a good source for labels.  Cutting material to share -  this can  
  include rhododenrons, vireya rhododendrons or any other interesting plants.   
  You may also need some trays or boxes to make handling and transport  
  easier. Potting mix will be available. 
 
Parking: Kerry suggests that parking may be best in the lower area near the cottage.  You 
  may park up near the house as long as you don’t mind walking down to the green
  house. 
 
We will also have our regular -  
 Blooms competition  -  first for the year.  There are two sections (a)  Rhododendrons  
 and (b) Blooms other than Rhododendrons.  You can bring up to three (3) blooms for 
 each section.  Please remember to bring your own vases/bottles.   
 Judges this time will be Rhondda and Lorraine. 
 This year there will be a small gift awarded for Peoples Choice.  Well worth the effort of 
 entering blooms.  
 Auction  -  please bring a contribution to help make it the success it usually is. 
 Raffle 

YOUR  EXECUTIVE  

President   Lesley Eaton  6267 9961  
    lesley.eaton@bigpond.com 
Vice President   Doreen Gill  6239 1124 
    tdgill@bigpond.net.au 
Secretary   Gill Fitzgerald  6234 4752  
    gillfitzgerald@bigpond.com 
Treasurer   Lorraine Grewcoe 6247 7774 
    lgrewcoe@bigpond.net.au 
Public Officer   Phil Cooper  6249 8717 
Newsletter editor Dorothy Lane  6239 6671  
    djlane67@bigpond.com 
Librarian    Rhondda Bull  6239 6416 
Social Secretary Gill Fitzgerald  6234 4752 

Committee 
Debbie Farmilo  6229 3001 
Lesley Gillanders 6229 2351 
Ken Gillanders   6229 2351 
Karina Harris          6239 6048 
Rhondda Bull  6239 6416 
Doreen Gill  6239 1124 
Anne Cruise  6244 2965 

NOTE:  This date has been changed 
from 13th to the 20th due to the 
public holiday on the 14th March 


